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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 
MR. A. R. F. ANDERSON has been elected president of the 
Architectural Association. p. 690 


A REVIEW of the Architectural exhibits at the 1952 Royal 
Academy has been written by G. Maxwell Aylwin. A selection 
of the exhibits is illustrated. p. 694 


PERMANENT HOUSES completed during March numbered 
21,754, compared with 16,757 in March, 1951. p. 711 








THE T. AND C. PLANNING ACT, 1947 


‘THE Minister of Housing and Local Government has 
stated that he hopes to bring in amending legislation 
during the next Session of Parliament, probably in the late 
autumn. Jn that statement he made particular reference to 
the present Development Charge as a major obstacle to 
development. It may well be that the Minister’s intention 
is coupled with the present Government’s policy of allowing 
greater opportunities to private enterprise in housing, since 
it is the private person who feels most frustrated by the 
complications and delays inherent in the Development Charge. 
The Act has now been in operation for nearly four years 
and a number of the first batch of Development Plans, many 
of high quality, have been prepared. Enough experience 
has therefore been gained on which to base some conclusions 
as to the obstacles to smooth working which can only be 
removed by amendments to the Act. In this regard it has 
to be borne in mind that the Act is largely an outline which 
has been subsequently filled in by Statutory Instruments 
that are capable of amendment without altering the Act. 
Also the majority of the delays at present suffered by intending 
developers are due to the necessity to obtain building licences, 
and are in no respect due to the operations of the town plan- 
ning machine. 





It is significant that the Memorandum on the Act published 
by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, in May, 
1950, in general supported the Act and was mainly critical 
of the financial provisions, i.e., the arbitrary fund of 
£300 million provided for compensation, and the roo per 
cent. Development Charge. Since that Memorandum was 
written, claims on the £300 million fund have been submitted 
and arbitrated upon, and the Government has announced 
that the total arrived at will be in the neighbourhood of £350 
million; This means that when the £300 million is shared out 
amongst the claimants, in 1953, the near-ripe owners will be 
paid 100 per cent. of the 1948 development value of their land, 
and the remainder of the claimants approximately 80 per 
cent. of such value, plus accrued interest, the owners still 
retaining their land at present-use value. The £300 million 
is to be paid in the form of Government Stock. Such a large 
issue at one time would have inflatory tendencies, and many 
owners would receive it long before they could have realised 
the development value for the loss of which it is being paid. 
Consequently the Chancellor of the Exchequer would be 
better off if the Government accepted the recommendation 
of the R.I.C.S. and, instead of issuing £300 million of Govern- 
ment Stock in one payment, agreed to provide £350 million 
to meet the claims in full, but deferred payment until develop- 
ment actually took place or the land was compulsorily 
acquired. 

The difficulties inherent in a Development Charge are 
more difficult of solution. No one suggests that an owner 
who has been compensated for loss of development value 
should be left free to realise it again either as a developer or 
by including it in the price he demands from the person who 
subsequently needs to develop his land. An obvious com- 
plication of the present situation is that it is the developer, 
not the owner, who is liable to pay Development Charge, and 
in the majority of cases the developer has had no share in the 
£300 million fund. 

The main criticism of the present Development Charge is 
that it is 100 per cent., thereby removing any incentive to the 
owner either to develop his own land or to sell it for develop- 
ment. It is worth noting that the Act does not specify a 
charge of the full amount, but that it was imposed by the 
Regulations (S.I. 1948, No. 1189) made under Section 70(3). 
Consequently this criticism appears to be capable of being 
met, at least in part, without amending the Act itself. For the 
private persén or public authority desiring to develop, the 
most frustrating aspect of the Development Charge is the time 
involved in negotiation before the amount is fixed by the 
Central Land Board. This would of course apply were the 
Development Charge only 80 per cent., as in effect recom- 
mended by the National Government, in 1944. It has been 
said that the decision of the C.L.B. should be subject to 
arbitration, but that, in a number of cases, would result in 
further delay. 

“Unnecessary. delays to development must be removed, 
but as long as the amount of Development Charge depends 
upon valuation at the time when development is contemplated, 
they would appear to be inevitable. It would therefore seem 
worth while to consider some rather rough-and-ready means, 
which would do broad justice, by which these delays could 
be avoided. The following are tentative suggestions partly 
based on those put forward by the R.I.C.S. : 

(1) A 100 per cent. satisfaction of the claims for compensa- 
tion, already settled, but to be paid in cash on the deferred 
basis previously described in this article ; 

(2) The claims will have disclosed the difference between 
existing use value and development value, as in 1948 ; there- 
fore fix the Development Charge for a period of years, at that 
ascertained difference, the developer being required to pay 
say 80 per cent. of it to the State and 20 per cent. to the owner, 
plus the registered existing use value. 

This is admittedly a somewhat crude solution, and dis- 
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regards a number of factors, including the: fact that for a 
period values would: be stabilised as at 1948, and that although 
such a scheme would cover the vast majority of cases, it might 
not cover all. It would, however, have the enormous advan- 
tage of simplicity and of saving the time of developers and 
freeing them from worry, and of greatly reducing the cost of 
administration. ‘The period might run to say 1960, when the 
situation could be reviewed in the light of experience. In this 
confection it is worth remembering that values. are not 
normally stable but are subject to downward as well as upward 
fluctuations. 

There are of course a number of other amendments by 
which the Act could be improved, and the Regulations issued 
under it should also be reviewed, particularly the General 
Development Order (S.I. 1950, No. 728), containing “‘ experi- 
ments in freedom,” some of which have proved of doubtful 
benefit. By and large, however, the planning, as opposed 
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to the financial, provisions of the Act can be said to be work- 
ing satisfactorily. The main requirement is the simpli- 
fication and speeding up of all proceedings relating to the 
development of land soundly. A simplification of the 
Development Charge procedure on some such lines as those 
outlined in this article would go a long way towards this, but 
would require an amendment of the Act. Other simplifica- 
tions: can more readily be secured by amending regulations 
and by even more sympathetic administration of both Central 
and Local Government. Present administration can be said 
to be, on the whole, sympathetic. It is, however, not merely 
a matter of telling people clearly what they have to do, and 
of making it easy for them to comply with the necessary 
formalities ; it is essential that they should also be made to 
understand why, and that their co-operation is essential in 
order to ensure the sound development of the land on which the 
communities of which they are members are founded. 








NOTES & NEWS 


R.A, PRESS DAY 


RvEN after many years, a sense of 
privilege still surrounds reception of a 
ticket of invitation to the R.A. Press 
Day (writes W.J.W.). For one thing, 
the galleries are practically deserted and 
the paintings may be seen in comfort. 
Only the critics are on view, and they are 
there in variety, some long and thin, 
others the reverse; some long-haired 
and affecting a studied carelessness, 
others looking as though they have 
dropped in on the way to the City, but 
all having in common an air of solemnity 
and seriousness as the works are studied. 
Soon after 11.30 a tall dignified official 
(one cannot call him a porter) makes the 
announcement at the entrance to each 
room: ‘‘ Gentlemen: refreshments are 
served in Gallery III.” Maintaining 
their solemn mien the critics, oneself 
among them, hasten with leaden feet 
towards the great room where the Academy 
dispenses sherry. 


The scene is reminiscent of Manet’s 
** Bar at the Folies Bergéres,’’ though the 
barmaid has been replaced by waiters of 
aristocratic appearance. As they partake 
of liquid refreshment, no doubt to help 
dispel the flavour of varnish, it is notice- 
able that the serious demeanour of the 
critics has vanished ; they have become 
almost human. Here one sees a bearded 
face faintly reminiscent of Franz Hals’ 
** Laughing Cavalier,’ and there an 
appropriately gowned figure coiffured in 
pure Chelsea style—for, of course, there 
are ladies present. Smiles are various— 
vivacious, vacuous or enigmatical. One 
sadly misses the critics of the past, men 
of knowledge, character and personality 
such as Konody, Phillips, Manson, Selwyn 
Brinton, Charles Marriott and others of 
their kind. 


One is nevertheless indebted to the 
Academy for their hospitality which helps 
to make a pleasant annual gathering the 
like of which is unknown elsewhere. 
Long may it continue! Once, so the 
saying goes, a dyspeptic and disgruntled 
critic remarked of the Academy, that the 
best things there were the refreshments ! 
Whether that be true or not, R.A. Press 
Day is a pleasant oasis in a period of 


eruptive painting, architecture, sculpture 
and life. It would be interesting to know 
when this pleasant function originated. 


HOUSING FIGURES 


Mr. MAcMILLAN and his Ministry have 
just reason to be pleased with the improve- 
ment in house building which has taken 
place during the first few months of their 
administration. Figures. for the first 
quarter of this year show that 53,609 
houses were completed and 59,577 put 
into construction—increases over com- 
parable 1951 figures of 22 and 15 per cent. 
respectively. Figures for houses started 
in the two quarters are 44,536 in 1951 and 
59,577—an increase of 34 per cent. The 
total of houses completed under the post- 
war programme is now 1,227,104, of 
which all but. 157,146 are permanent. 
Local authorities are being authorised 
to get on with their plans for more houses 
still. 

The numbers of houses to let have also 
increased ; in the first quarter of 1951, 
39,421 were built for letting, and 4,470 


for sale; in the comparable period of 
1952 the figures were 47,541 and 6,068. 


NEW A.A. PRESIDENT 


Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, F.R.I.B.A., 
the newly-elected president of the Archi- 
tectural Association, was educated at the 
High School, Dundee, was at the A.A. 
School from 1923 to 1925, and then for 
the following four years was articled 
and a junior assistant in the office of 
Maclaren, Soutar and Salmond, 
F/F.R.I.B.A., Dundee. Returning to 
London in 1929, he joined the staff of 
Wimperis, Simpson and Guthrie, 
F/F.R.1.B.A. 

For the last 18 years he has been in 
practice with his partners, Mr. E. Forster 
and Mr, J. W. Wilcox. The firm have 
catried out a wide variety of buildings, 
including’ flats and housing in London 
and elsewhere in the British Isles, a 
shotgun factory in Australia, a depart- 
mental store in Spalding, extensions to 
the Royal Soldiers Daughters’ School, 
Hampstead, and many jobs of war damage 








Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, F.R.I.B.A., who is the new President of the Architectural 
Association for 1952-53. Mr. Anderson takes office on Fune 1. 
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reinstatement. These include 83, 
Portland-place, the London Central 
Y.M.C.A. and the rebuilding of Lincoln’s 
Inn following extensive war damage. 
The three-year programme of reinstate- 
ment at Lincoln’s Inn will be completed 
shortly. 

In collaboration with Sir Owen Williams 
and Partners, the firm are engaged on the 
design of a large newspaper office in 
Holborn Circus for the “ Daily Mirror.” 

Mr. Anderson has been on the council 
of the A.A. since 1946 and has been 
honorary treasurer and vice-president. 
He represents the A.A. on the R.I.B.A. 
Council. He was a member of A.R.C.U.K. 
from 1947 to 1952, has been on the 
Practice Committee of the R.I.B.A. since 
1948, and is on the Joint Committee for 
Architects and Quantity Surveyors and 
the Joint Committee of London Architects 
and Builders. 


THE PENALTY CLAUSE 


Apropos a leading article on ‘“‘ The 
Penalty Clause ” in our issue of March 28, 
in which the view was expressed that 
‘confidence that such provisions [the 
incorporation of a penalty clause in build- 
ing contracts] can and will be applied to 
private firms, where necessary, should 
encourage authorities to award contracts 
to such firms rather than to direct labour 
departments,” it is interesting to note that 
St. Pancras Borough Council have placed 
a contract with private contractors for 
a scheme of flats, although the tender 
figure was £3,500 above the tender of the 
Council’s works department. The con- 
tractors’ figure has been accepted ‘on 
the understanding that the penalty clause 
will be strictly enforced should the 
specified completion time be exceeded 
without sufficient cause.” 

The completion date specified by the 
contractors is 60 weeks against 130 weeks 
required by the works department. 


THE POWER OF THE PRESS 


AN ACCOUNT in a Sunday newspaper 
tells how, after a struggle in the grounds 
of a North London house, a suspected 
person was taken in police custody to the 
Royal Northern. Hospital with a dislocated 
hip. ‘The intruder appears to have been 
reduced to this condition, according to the 
report, by “Mr. Noel Musgrave, a 
journalist,” which disguise thinly con- 
ceals the identity of a distinguished 
colleague, the Editor of the Architect and 
Building News, who, at the cost of some 
interruption of a quiet week-end, has 
once more demonstrated the power of the 
Press. A damaged thumb apart, he is 
none the worse for an adventure which, 
for his sake as well as that of members 
of the Heusebreakers’ Union, we shall 
trust may not become a Musgrave Ritual. 


R.W.A. SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 


OwI1nc to the retirement of the present 
Principal of the Royal West. of England 
Academy School of Architecture, ‘Bristol, 
applications are invited for the t of 
Principal, who will also be a Year Master, 
at a salary of £1,200 p.a.-rising by annual 
increments of £50 to £1,400 p.a., the 
appointment to take effect from September 
1, 1952. Applications should be made in 
writing, stating particulars of previous 
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experience and the names of two referees, 
by June 14 next, to the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Mr. Eustace H. Button, 23, Berkeley- 
square, Bristol, 8. 


ARCHITECT’S RESIGNATION 


Mr. W. A. Epen, A.R.I.B.A., head of 
the Leeds School of Architecture, has 
resigned. Mr. Eden is 46. He was 
appointed to the school in February, 
1948 and was formerly on the staff of the 
Birmingham School of Architecture and 
Liverpool University. 


LEVERHULME SCHOLARSHIP 


THe LEVERHULME SCHOLARSHIP, tenable 
at the Architectural Association School of 
Architecture, London, value £1,000, which 
includes payment of fees and maintenance 
for five years, has been awarded this year 
to Mr. Stuart R. Lewis, of Cheltenham 
Grammar School and Cheltenham College 
of Art. 


BIRMINGHAM EDUCATION 
ARCHITECT 


Tue City of Birmingham Education 
Committee invite applications for the post 
of -architect. Salary £1,750/100/2,150. 
Application forms, obtainable from the 
Chief Education Officer, Council House, 
Birmingham, 3, are returnable by May 26. 


BRIDGWATER BORO’ ARCHITECT 


BripGWATER B.C. invite applications 
by May 26, for the post of Borough 
Architect. Salary £850 per annum, 
rising to a maximum of £1,000 per 
annum. Details advertised elsewhere. 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, MAY 10 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (MIDLANDS 
BRANCH).—A.G.M. Imperial Hotel, Temple-street, 
Birmingham. 4.45 p.m. (Annual dinner will follow.) 

MONDAY, MAY 12 

R-I.B.A. Lisrary GrouP.—Identification of unknown 
drawings in the R.I.B.A. Library. 66, Portland-place, 
ae 1. 6 p.m. 

OYAL Society OF ARTS.—First of three lectures on 
“ z Pare of Britain in Retrospect,” by Sir Gerald 
Barry. R.S.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

EASTERN FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES EM- 
PLOYERS.—Summer meeting. Reception. Athenaeum, 
Bury St. Edmunds. 8.30 p.m. Continuing until 
May 14, 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND ARTS 
AND CRaAFTS.—Opening of exhibition of students’ work, 
Building Centre, 26, Store-street, W.C.1. 3 p.m. 
Continuing until May 24 (weekdays 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 

LONDON INDUSTRIAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE.— 
Paper on safety precautions for cranes as used on public 
works contracts, by Mr. L. S. Winkworth. Safety, 
— and Welfare Museum, Horseferry-road, S.W.1. 

x .m. 
4 TUESDAY, MAY 13 

BritisH CoLouR CouNCIL.—First session of Seventh 
Designers’ Conference. 13, eae, W.1. 
9.45 a.m. cg ee — wo hey 

'TIMB DEVEL! eens —A.G.M. 
estan Hotel, Park. ion, W.1. 10.30 a.m. 

EASTERN FEDERATION OF BUILDING ‘TRADES 
EMPLOYERS.—Half-yearly general meeting, at which 
Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, national president, will speak. 
Town Hall, Bury St. Edmunds. 10.45 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon. 
Derry and ‘Toms Restaurant, Kensington High- 
street, W.8. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 15 

Stépents PLANNING GrouP.—‘ National arm 
with Particular Reference to the Pennine Way,” 

Mr. Tom Stephenson. 28, King-street, W.C. z 


6.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, MAY 16 


TOWN PLANNING _ INSTITUTE. 
annual country meeting. Victoria 
Southport. 11 a.m. Continuing until May 1 


of 26th 
a. 



































“From the sales viewpoint it’s one of 
the most successful Fairs we've had.” 


«*s The British Industries Fair opened at Birming- 
ham and London on Monday, 





PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The partnership carried on between Messrs. H. A. 
JOHNSON, F.R.I.B.A., WILLIAM CRABTREE, F.R.I.B.A., 
L. Butmer, L.R.1.B.A.4 and-A. H. WiLson, A.R.LB.A., 
at 20, Priory-place, Doncaster, and 8, Robert Adam- 
street, London, been dissolved by mutual consent. 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. Bulmer and Mr. Wilson will continue 
to practice in partnership at 20, Priory-place, Doncaster, 
under the name T. H. JOHNSON AND SON. Mr. William 
Crabtree will continue to practice under the name of 
bg ne CRABTREE, architect and town planner, at 

. Robert Adam-street, London, 

” Messrs. WarNETT KENNEDY AND ASSOCIATES, archi- 
tects and design consultants, have removed their offices 
to 8 New-square, Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C.2, 
and will be pleaged to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. H. Cuas. Petrett, L.R.1.B.A., F.R.I.C.S., 
practising as WILLIAMS AND ’PETTETT, Norwich House, 
58-62, High-street, Epsom, has taken into partnershij 
his chief as Mk. Roy T. Hope, Dip.Arch.(Edin. Edin), 
A.R.LB.A., A.R.LA.S. The practice will continue at 
the same chines ae the style of WILLIAMs, 

AND HOoPE 

Messrs. HARRIS AND PORTER, chartered is ay 
surveyors, have taken into partnership Mr. P. 
DENINGTON, A.R.I.C.S., who has been with the — 
for a number of years, and he will be available at their 
aconmaag office, No. 103, Palmerston-road, Southsea, 

ants. 

Mr. Francis H. WHITTALL, A.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, 36, Dorset-street, W.1, has opened 
offces at 8, High-street, Croydon, Surrey el.: 
Croydon 4097), where he will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, May 8, 1852. 


THERE IS no longer an “ Architectural 
Room,” we are sorry to say, set forth in the 


Royal Academy’s catalogue. The few 
designs that are exhibited on the present 
occasion are placed in the appartment 
formerly appropriated to them (not in the 
octagon room as last year), but its old 
title is discontinued, and it stands simply 
as ‘‘ North Room.” Nor, indeed, would 
the first appellation be correct, seeing that 
Architecture occupies but a small part 
of the space. ‘There are but seventy-seven 
drawings, which can be claimed for her, 
the majority of them of small importance 
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, CORRESPONDENCE 


THE STANDARD METHOD OF 
MEASUREMENT 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I suppose one might say that the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors have “ asked for it” in inviting 


suggestions for the improvement of the © 


Standard Method of Measurement. 
Throwing bricks is to many people such 
a pleasant pastime that an open invitation 
to “have a go” is sure to be eagerly 
grasped. The merits or otherwise of the 
S.M.M. are frequently discussed in many 
offices, but many who find anomalies 
and other faults in the current edition 
would have thought more than once about 
accepting an invitation to write or assist 
in writing the document in the first place. 
It is, as has been previously remarked, 
much easier to throw bricks than to lay 
them. 


I am writing to you, however, not to 
advocate a new edition of the S.M.M., but 
to enter a plea for the better use of the 
existing edition. 

In the S.M.M. Generai 
clause 2, it is stated that 


“The S.M.M. . . . is a definition of 
principle rather than an_ inflexible 
document. In particular and exceptional 
cases the Surveyor is expected to adopt 
special methods provided the principles 
of measurement are observed, and the 
intention is made clear to the estimator. 
If it is in the interests of accurate and 
practical estimating, he may give more 
detailed information than is demanded 
by the strict adherence to the document.” 
(The italics are mine.) 

But how frequently quantity surveyors 
forget or overlook the fact that they have 
a discretionary power to depart from the 
letter of the S.M.M. without departing 
from its principles. Mr. E. S. Chalkley, 
A.R.I.C.S., in his speech reported on 
page 633 of your issue of April 25, referred 
to the needs of the estimator on several 
occasions, and in doing so drew attention 
to a most important aspect of this question. 
For a bill of quantities is primarily a 
document from which an estimator should 
be able to estimate or accurately assess 
the cost of work. Estimating is not mere 
guesswork, and descriptions of items in 
bills of quantities should leave as little 
as possible to chance whilst at the same 
time being as brief and concise as possible. 


Many surveyors nevertheless appear to 
think that if they have a bill of quantities 
which complies rigidly with the S.M.M., 
then they have a good bill; if cutting and 
waste are to be “ included in the descrip- 
tion ” then that is all there is to it so far 
as they are concerned, and it is just too 
bad if the amount of cutting is abnormal— 
too bad for the contractor if it is abnormally 
high and too bad for the building owner 
if it is abnormally low. In either case or 
in cases of doubt the cutting could be 
measured (without any revision of the 
S.M.M. being necessary) and the estimator 
— know exactly what he has to allow 


The following are three examples of 


Principles 
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quite common practices which, I think, 
surveyors should avoid :— 

(a) Measuring overall: e.g. measur- 
ing woodwool slab infilling between 
joists overall without deducting the 
joists. This. practice (theoretically 
consistent with Clause 17a of 
Carpenter) saves time for the surveyor 
but makes more work for the estimator ; 
it also means that a variation in the 
thickness of the joists necessitates a 
revision of the rate for the woodwool 
slabs ! 


(6) Enumerated items with long, 
unwieldly descriptions, e.g. cutting a 
window opening in an existing wall, 
including closing cavity, facing reveals, 
supplying and building in lintol, etc., 
etc. ; 

(c) The number of units included in 
running items is frequently not given : 
e.g. the difference between 
25 ft. run 4 in. by 2} in. mullion, twice 

rebated and twice moulded, and 

framed to existing transome and cill. 

(In No. 3). 
and 
25 ft. run 4 in. by 2} in. mullion, twice 

rebated and twice moulded, and 

framed to existing transome and cill. 

(In No. 15). 

is frequently not appreciated. 


I have tried in my remarks above to 
show that better results could probably 
be achieved by improving methods of 
measurement under the current S.M.M. 
and descriptions of items in bills of 
quantities, than by attempting the virtually 
impossible task of formulating a Standard 
Method of Measurement without any 
anomalies and quite beyond improvement. 

H. C. SrepERER. 
39, King Edwards-gardens, W.3. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES’ RATES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—While I am reluctant to trespass 
further on your space, I should .be 
grateful if you would allow me an oppor- 
tunity of dealing with the point mentioned 
in the Editorial Note on the letter from 
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me which you were good enough to 
publish in your issue for April 18. You 
say that my previous letter ‘‘ does not 
explain why—in a commercial transaction 
in which all the factors are known at the 
time the contract was made—existing 
contracts should be varied.” The explana- 
tion is that in this particular transaction 
one of the most important factors of all 
was not and could not be known at the 
time the contract was made, namely, what 
rate of interest building societies would 
have to pay their investors during the 
next 20 years or so. It is precisely 
because of this unknown factor that most 
building societies reserve power in the 
contract with the borrower to increase 
the rate of interest if there is a general rise 
in interest rates. The contract between 
the borrower and the building society 
specifically provides for this and it is 
therefore not correct to say that the 
existing contract is varied. 

Your point about borrowers from local 
authorities should have been qualified so 
as to make it clear that such a borrower 
cannot hope for a reduction if interest 
rates fall. Those who borrowed from 
local authorities in 1920 had to go on 
paying 6} per cent. for 20 years or more 
and did not share in the reductions made 
to borrowers from a building society. 

Finally, I do not think that a rise of 
one-half per cent. in the mortgage rate, 
involving no increase in the monthly 
payment, but a slight extension of the 
period of repayment, could be said to 
disturb the budgets of building society 
borrowers and this view is based on the 
recent experience of ‘those building 
societies which ‘have raised the rate to 
existing borrowers. 

WiLtiaAM W. WETHERILL, 
Chairman, The Byilding Societies 
Association. 
14, Park-street, W.1. 


SELF-BUILD GROUPS 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—While I hold in high regard Sir 
Luke Fawcett, president of ‘the 
N.F.B.T.O., for the splendid work he has 





oo 


From the R.A. Exhibition, 1952. 





METHODIST CHURCH AND SCHOOL, KOWLOON, HONG KONG. 
MAUGER AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 
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done, and still performs on the operatives’ 
behalf, I regretfully feel bound to take up 
his remarks reported in The Builder of 
May 2 where he refers to self-build 
housing as “ silly diversions”? and “ an 
irritant.” ‘The same report quotes Mr. 
James Turner, the Birmingham District 
Organiser of the T. & G.W.U. (Builders’ 
and Labourers’ Section) as saying “ It 
is only because these people are not pre- 
pared to wait im the queue they think they 
can become building operatives in their 
spare time.” 


Those of us whose livelihood is con- 
struction work are well aware of the years 
of training necessary for even the lowliest 
task. Nevertheless, I take up the above- 
mentioned observations because I feel 
that, although they may have been spoken 
in honest protection of the operatives, 
they read like a hasty condemnation of our 
fellow-men outside the industry, who, 
after all, are human beings possibly 
capable of doing a variety of odd jobs 
forced upon them during their lives. 
These people, with others in the queue, 
may well be living under the most fright- 
ful conditions, an aspect which has the 
sympathy of everyone better off. 


These. self-helpers, although anxious 
to get a roof over their heads through 
spare-time work, cannot in their right 
senses presume to become building opera- 
tives as we know them. Even if the 
Unions, in preserving their own position, 
did not see to that, it is a condition of 
each association’s operation that the 
members disband when their particular 
scheme ends. We may admit, as Sir 
Luke says, that “ this is a phase through 
which we are passing,” but let us not 
write-off these fellow-citizens who try 
to help themselves as presumptious 
bumpkins out to undermine our great 
industry. The industry as a whole knows 
full well the trials and tribulations con- 
fronting themselves in their endeavours. 

My feeling is that the building industry 
holds an honourable place in the affairs 
of this country, and is too big, its great 
tradition and spirit too precious hastily to 
“‘black”’ any man who tries to help himself. 

One problem of house building is its 
relationship to materials supply. It must 
be for the Government to look at such 
schemes frankly and ensure that in 
making available materials for such work, 
shortages do not become @reated in areas 
where every piece of material is so urgently 
needed for works under way and prepared 
for. If, in the reckoning of the Govern- 
ment, materials are not available it is my 
contention they should say so, for, quite 
apart from the experience the self-builders 
may need and the warnings of the industry, 
the efforts of the self-builder will be in 
vain if materials are not available. In this 
way they may be doomed to failure before 
they dig the first trench, and the tragedy 
of that failure does not bear to be dwelt 
upon. I feel that inwardly both Sir Luke 
Fawcett and Mr. Turner really see this, 
but, unluckily, did not find the right 
words to express their sincere concern. 


GorDON TOMALIN, 
[M.1.Struct.E.] 


1, Gower-street, W.C.1. . 
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SALARIES OF GENERAL 
FOREMEN 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The general foreman has experi- 
enced during recent years some im- 
portant changes in his. duties: added 
responsibilities, a speeding up of the 
tempo of the contract, the need of looking 
far ahead to accommodate mechanical 
plant, and delayed arrival of materials in 
short supply, a wider range of building 
materials, the deterioration in quality of 
craftsman and labourer, and the expecta- 
tion of a higher standard of technical 
knowledge by his employer. Bonus 
activities take up a good deal of his time 
and energies. In short, his job has 
become something much greater than was 
general 15 years ago. 

We have been told repeatedly by various 
representatives of our employers that we 
are held in high esteem, that we are the 
key men on the contract. 

During the past few months the hourly- 


paid employee has received increases in: 


wage rates, owing to the rise in cost. of 
living, amounting to 22s. per week, or 
approximately 164 per cent. The salary 
of the foreman has, in many cases, been 
ignored. Loyalty to his employer or 
general reluctance to press for salary 
reviews has resulted in him carrying on, 
but he and his family are also affected by 
that rise in living costs. 

We believe that such substantial in- 
creases forced upon our industry should be 
equally applied. We look forward to the 
inclusion of clauses in terms of contracts 
which will enable our employers to recover, 
and thereby more readily award remunera- 
tion to the general foreman. 

The contractor can in most cases claim 
for an increase in the cost of operatives’ 
hourly wages and increases in costs of 
materials, but although compelled to 
employ a competent general foreman he 
cannot recover any increase in his salary 
applicable to the rest of the industry. 

This change, if approved, must take 
time, and in the interim period all general 
foremen are surely worthy of a reward 
compatible with the contracts they direct. 

F. DRYLAND, Secretary, 
London Builders’ Foremen’s 
Association. 


47, Bedford-square, W.C.1 


FACILITIES FOR TEA BREAKS 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—During recent years the’ greater 
part of the *Tea Bureau’s tea- 
making and service advisory work has 
been with industry. _We have found that, 
while in most static manufacturing con- 
cerns the planning of efficient tea distri- 
bution presents no major problems, the 
building industry—and particularly the 
small builder—is often faced with very 
real difficulties in providing facilities 
for workers to have a cup of. tea in the 
middle of the morning and in the afternoon. 
Our policy is to make the results of 
industrial tea service experience freely 





* The Tea Bureau is the non-commercial organisation 
representi the tea-producing countries of India, 
Ceylon, Pakistan, Indonesia, and British Africa. In 
the United Kingdom it works largely in an advisory 
and educational capacity. 
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available by the widespread dissemination 
of information. It would, therefore, mater- 
ially assist our work for the building 
industry if your readers would be willing 
to ‘tell us their experiences in this matter. 

We know of successful tea schemes 
operating in the industry, of course, but 
there must be many more of which we 
have no first-hand knowledge. Any 
information would be welcome and would 
be put to the most practical use. It 
would help, moreover, to refute the largely 
unfounded reports on the subject of 
building workers wasting time on tea- 
drinking. 

D. M. Forrest, Commissioner, 
The Tea Bureau. 


The Tea Centre, 
22, Regent-street, S.W.1. 


DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH 
DATA 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Referring to correspondence in 
recent issues of The Builder, and 
particularly to the letter by Mr. G. 


.Dickinson in your last issue, may I say 


that the North Western Federation of 
Building Trade Employers reproduces 
each month in its Regional Bulletin, 
issued to all members in the region, the 
“Information on Publications of . the 
Ministry of Works and the Building 
Research Station ” made available by the 
Ministry of Works. 

This information includes notes on 
National Building Studies, Ministry of 
Works advisory leaflets, Building Research 
Station digests, papers published in the 
technical Press and films on building. 

All members are thus kept fully up to 
date on research information. 

H. Butioueu, Secretary. 
The North Western Federation of 
Building Trade Employers. 
National Buildings, St. Mary’s 
Parsonage, Manchester, 3. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


MEASURED DRAWINGS OF A 
GEORGIAN BUILDING 


Tue GEORGIAN Group is offering a 
prize of £25 for the best set of measured 
drawings of a Georgian building. The 
purpose of the competition is. to encourage 
the study of Georgian architecture and 
the measuring of buildings. The assessors 
will be Mr. Godfrey Allen, F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, : 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

The competition will be open to any 
student: (a) of any school ‘of architecture 
in England and Wales. recognised for 
exemption from the R.I.B.A. Intermediate 
Examination, or the R.I.B.A. Intermediate 
and Final Examinations; (6) of any 
school of architecture approved by the 
R.I.B.A.; (c) of any school of art; 
(d) working in an architect’s office; who 
on June 1, 1952, has not passed the 
R.I.B.A. Final or equivalent Examination 
and is not over the age of 30. 

The drawings must be delivered to the 
office ‘of the Georgian Group, 27, 
Grosvenor-place, S,W.1, not later than 
midday on October 16, next. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE 
ROYAL ACADEMY, 1952 


The Exhibits Reviewed 
By G. MAXWELL AYLWIN, FRIBA 


6 Bacgereeee who had hoped to win a 

measure of attention in the remote 
gallery where architecture languishes, 
owe no thanks to Mr. Basil Spence. It is 
his magnificent model of Coventry Cathe- 
dral, and the beautifully sensitive draw- 
ings which illustrate it, which steal the 
show. ‘They act like magnets upon all 
who enter the room, and I can remember 
no previous occasion when any work in 
the Architecture Room_ has attracted 
so many people, and so continuously. 
Nor can there have been a more worthy 
centre of attraction, for this is not the 
“big stunt” of the year but the outcome 
of an inspiration which no other archi- 
tectural competition can have kindled 
since Guildford Cathedral. 

I write as one much steeped in tradition, 
and little impressed by the structural 
science of the day, and by all rights this 
exhibit ought to be anathema to me. 
Yet I have to admit to an admiration for 
this sincere piece of artistry, and to 
bestow the deepest respect upon the man 
whose genius so completely fulfilled the 
intriguing but baffling conditions under 
which the problem was set. The design 
is Outstanding. 


A TRADITIONALIST’S 
DOUBTS 


Yet the traditionalist must speak, and 
confess to one or two doubts about the 
satisfying first impressions which will be 
common to all observers. First, there is 
the friendly harmony which the model 
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GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL, WEST FRONT: EDWARD MAUFE, RA, 
ARCHITECT 


shows between the old and the new. Will 
it really be so friendly as that? Will not 
the rich Gothic ornament with which the 
old spire is generously garlanded cry 
discord with the plain modern surfaces 
of the new Cathedral in a way which the 
plain block rendering of the model spire 
does not suggest ? Will the old and new 
ever tone in colour and texture as the 
tones of the medel suggests ? Will not the 
old spire and walls remain weathered and 
grimed, and softened by age, and the new 
stonework, helped by a more enlightened 
age of smoke abatement, remain pink and 
new and precise, for an indefinite period ? 
I have a fear that these factors may con- 


spire to produce an effect a little dis- 
appointing to architect, promoters and 
public. 

And then there is the question of monu- 
mental quality, which all great buildings 
must respect.. Can we conscientiously 
claim that modern methods of reinforce- 
ment are there to stand for untold cen- 
turies ? If not—and the answer is in our 
own consciences—then we must feel 
reserved about the slenderness of the 
nave columns, and the frailty of the shell 
roofing features which are dramatically 
arresting and which would make a terrific 
impression upon a film set, but may 
declare themselves as ephemeral when the 





PROPOSED NEW GUILDHALL OFFICE BLOCK : SIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT, RA, ARCHITECT 
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first stirred emotions have resettled them- 
selves. 

So far as the traditions of church build- 
ing are concerned, architect and promoters 
have thrown them by the board. They 
have, with great courage, refused to be 
overawed by the rule of ancient liturgy 
and custom and have resolved, in effect, 
to create something that is alive, in the 
faith that all that is esséntial in the spiritual 
fabric will cling and survive, and the dead 
wood only drop off. And so, notwithstand- 

ing my reservations, salute to Mr. Spence, 
and to those who kindled his genius ! 

PLAIN FARE 

And ‘so, inevitably in anticlimax, we 
turn to the plainer fare of the exhibition, 
little of which, it is to be feared, will draw 


the crowds, nor would we wish them to | 


sample this as the architecture of our 
times. Some of it is unbelievably dull, 
and one is tempted to compile a “ Why ” 
list. Why are they there? What ele- 
ment of interest, draughtsmanship, or 
even plain competence, can they be deemed 
to illustrate? Such things as No. 1286, 
illustrated in a mean little scribble, should 
surely never reach these walls. And there 
are others—far too many of them—dull 
products of tee-square and set-square 
which illustrate nothing but the sterility 
of their designers. 

Why so many of them, and why so 
much padding by the hosts of the exhibi- 
tion themselves? Perhaps the answers 
to both questions are the same—the 
poverty of mid-twentieth century art 
supplying them. Let us be more generous 
and put it down to a paucity of oppor- 
tunity in these times of austerity. 


VIRILE NEW TOWNS 


But, as always, there is quality on show 
in these unexciting surroundings. Not 


Drawn by A.C. Webb. 


BANKSIDE POWER STATION: SIR GILES 
GILBERT SCOTT, RA, ARCHITECT 
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LAW COURTS, SOUTHEND CIVIC CENTRE : E. VINCENT HARRIS, RA, 
ARCHITECT 


least in interest are some of the illustra- 
tions of work in the New Towns, where 
the feeling for the new community unit 
is virile and encouraging. Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler at Crawley (No. 1274) 
shows a delightful little corner of the new 
country town, in a nicely stylised drawing 
by Mr. Anthony Petty. No. 1283 illus- 
trates housing at Harlow New Town, by 
Mr. Graham Dawbarn, and is most 
reassuring in its domestic feeling. Mr. 
J. D. M. Harvey’s clever colour perspec- 
tive of this subject is 
very effective. The model 
of Mark Hall Shopping 
Centre at Harlow, by Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd (No. 
1293) is also first class. 
There is great planning skill 
here in the limited prospects 
of interest which have been 
contrived in this scheme. 
Towns like that will be 
pleasant places within 
which to move about. 

But what an anticlimax 
from the charm and 
romance of the High Street 
and Bargate at South- 
ampton which we knew 
before the War, when we 
see the hard, unimagina- 
tive architecture which is 
to be sited’not far away, if 
we are to believe No. 1275 ! 
If the new towns are finding 
amore human commercial- 
ism among the shops, why 
not this ancient city? 
There is something of the 
same quality of inhumanity 
in quite a number of the 
schemes shown. Is this a 
symptom of the times in 
which we live? It is 
significant how hard and 
unsympathetic the draw- 
ings of such subjects tend 


to become. 

A very attractive little subject is the 
L.C.C. Tea Pavilion in Battersea Park 
(No. 1272), by Messrs. K. Dalgliesh and 
R. K. Pullen, charmingly drawn by Mr. 
E. J. Thring. This is delicate, sensitive 
work, full of high spirits and the lighter 
taste, and Englishmen, who are not really 
such dull dogs in their lighter moments, 
deserve a background of this kind. They 
certainly receive less than justice in their 
year of Festival than they get in the 
Festival Hall at Hull (No. 1327), where 
Mr. Cowles-Veysey shows a remarkable 
loss of form, which appears to have 
depressed the artist, Mr. Brandon-Jones. 


GOOD DOMESTIC WORK 


It is mice to come upon such un- 
pretentious good sense as one finds in 
Messrs. Farquharson and McMorran’s 
Housing Scheme at East India Dock 
(No. 1273), a fine, unaffected pile of 
golden stock brickwork which stands 
suitably before its background of tall 
ships. Mr. Harvey has produced a fine 
drawing of this subject. 

Another sane and satisfying scheme of 
flats is that by Mr. A. W. Kenyon at 
Sydenham Hill, Camberwell, illustrated 
by Mr. Cyril Farey in the best of his many 
good moods (No. 1295). Professor — 
Richardson’s housing scheme at Black- 
heath is also fine and well-proportioned 
architecture, illustrated by Mr. R. F. 
Britain (No. 1301) ; -as is the scheme of 
maisonettes and flats at Reading (No. 1309) 
by Mr. C. H. James, a large block of 
similar units, the monotony of which is 
skilfully broken by the tower stairs with 
their pediment terminals. Mr. Lawrence 
Wright’s perspective of this subject is a 
happy one. 

Among a number of school and college 
buildings Mr. Howard Robertson’s design 
for the Library extension at King’s 
College, Newcastle upon Tyne (No. 1298) 
is particularly distinguished—a soble 
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building, in fact, which Mr. Weemys’ 
quiet colour perspective displays attrac- 
tively. So is Professor Richardson’s new 
hall of residence at St. Hilda’s, Oxford, 
illustrated in good line drawings by 
Mr. R. F. Britain, which shirk none of the 
scholarly refinements of the building 
(No. 1302). 

In Barrow Hill Road School for the 
L.C.C. (No. 1314), Mr. Louis de Soissons 
has made no attempt to marry the new 
equipment with the older dated wings, and 
perhaps this is the right solution; yet 
one cannot help remembering the skill 
with which the late Sir Edwin Cooper met 
a similar problem at Cranleigh, not so 
many years ago, and to wonder whether 
some greater effort might have been made 
here. 

I liked the feeling of design and material 
in Messrs. Curtis Green, Son and Lloyd’s 
work at Lord Mayor Treloar’s College at 
Froyle. It has much quality (No. 1317). 
And the model of Bardsey Primary 
School by Mr. Hubert Bennett (No. 
1322), is nice clean stuff in the style which 
is rapidly building up a tradition of school 
architecture. 


ECCLESIASTIC DESIGN 


Mr. Spence’s work has not stolen all 
the fire from the ecclesiastical section, 
for Guildford Cathedral is still fresh and 
impressive, and Mr. Maufe’s West Front 
(No. 1318), shows a cathedral indeed, 
setting itself fewer problems than at 
Coventry, but still redolent of the ti 
in which we live. Fine also is Mr. ‘Astbor 
Bailey’s Dutch Church at Austin Friars, 
London (No. 1326), an excellent building- 
up of mass which Mr. Harvey brings out 
most successfully in his able colour 
perspective. 

Mr. W. Godfrey Allen’s exhibits of 
the restorations at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street 
(Nos. 1330, 1335 and 1339), provide 
interesting records of an architecture 


which-never dies. Restoration work is also 
shown in Mr. Alan Reed’s scheme for the 
Blackfriars, Newcastle upon Tyne, drawn 
by Mr. Harold White, who obviously 
loves the work he has depicted with such 
delicacy (No. 1291). Well in the spirit and 
scale of the village is Mr. John L. 
Denman’s Church of St. George, Shirley, 
Surrey (No. 1329), a most original and 
unaffected design, well illustrated in one 
of Mr. C. Knight’s charming drawings. 
Very different in style, but equally 
delightful, is the George Street Baptist 
Church, Plymouth (No. 1306), by Mr. 
Louis de Soissons, presenting a delightful 
group of buildings in a colourful drawing. 

The Women’s Hospital, Golders Green, 
by Mr. W. F. Howard (No. 1336), shows 
evidence of. skilful planning, building-up 
over a ag gla entrance into an 
impressive pile. F. A. Evans has 
produced a skilful got to bring out 
the points of this fine scheme. There are 
also some nice fresh ideas in Messrs. W. H. 
Watkins, Gray and Partners’ United 
Oxford Hospitals Nurses’ Hostel, Heading- 
ton, drawn by Mr. Harvey (No. 1338). 
Mr. Cowles-Voysey disappoints in his 
scheme for Warrior Square, Hastings (No. 
1346), which has a monotonous quality 
which none should be more capable of 
defeating. He restores our faith in his 
ability with his County Offices at 
Winchester (No. 1347) which all who 
know their setting will recognise as sound 
and appropriate. 

Schemes from the tropical Dominions 
and Colonies always produce the exotic 
flavour of the exhibition, and of these, the 
loveliest is the Ceylon University of Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie and Michael Farey, 
beautifully drawn by Mr. Michael Farey 
(No. 1348). Mr. Oliver Hill’s drawings 
ef the School in the Bahamas (Nos; 1349, 
1352 and 1353) are romantic and almost 
unbelievable. We must hope that they 
become factual. 
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Mr. Philip Hepworth is again forth-’ 
coming with his successful War 
Cemeteries, and that at Holten, Holland 
(No. 1320), is particularly successful with 
a drawing of the texture of a beautiful 
fabric. Mr. Austin Bloomfield is less 
successful with the rather dull classics 
of High Wood Cemetery (No. 1305), and 
Mr. Cyril Farey seems unhappy in his 
rendering of it. 

Of the considerable section which has 
been filled by the Academicians and 
Associates, the quality is generally high, 
as one would expect, yet one notes with 
regret a certain flagging in the mastery we 
have grown to associate with Sir Giles 
Scott’s work. The proposed new Guildhall 
Office Block (No. 1311) seems to belong 
neither to the past nor the present, and 
verges on the trivial, while the Bankside 
Power Station is frankly disappointing 
and but a shadow of Battersea. The 
drawing, doubled by reflection into 2 
vertical composition, is also disappointing 
(No. 1312). Mr. Vincent Harris is. also 
not at his best with the Law Courts, 
Southend, a somewhat confused composi- 
tion, drawn by Mr. Hepworth in one of 
his few uninspired moments (No. 1307). 
Nor, surely, is Sir Percy 'Thomas’s 
exhibit of Abbey Steelworks quite what 
is expected at the Royal Academy of 
Arts, though an interesting enough draw- 
ing (No. 1344), 

Very excellent in form and presentation 
is the fine perspective in line, displayed 
by Mr. S. Rowland Pierce, of the Assembly 
Rooms, Gravesend. This is a most 
informative drawing which suggests a 
most successful interior in every way 
(No. 1290). I liked also Mr. Howard 
Robertson’s’scheme for a Canteen Building 
(No. 1296), which is a well composed 
welfare building in clean and unaffected 
style, to which Mr. F. A. Weemys does 
full justice in his sensitive drawing. By 
the same hand, the interior of the Assembly 
Hall at Hatfield Technical College is also 
most successful, with the structural lines 
of roof and ceiling forming a most interest- 
ing pattern (No. 1297). 

This does not exhaust the merit of 
many other modest and undemonstrative 
works, but it cannot be said that there is | 
an outstanding standard of work in the 
gallery this year. The show displays many 
contrasts, between the highly exciting — 
Coventry exhibit and the dull parade of 
the ordinary; between the human charm 
of tradition and the inanimate ostentation- 
of extreme modernism; between the 
bright light of genius and the display of 
rank incompetence. This is our show | 
window, as a profession. Surely we should 
be shown i in a kinder light. 


CULTURAL IDENTITY CARDS 


Tue R.I.B.A. reminds architects and 
architectural students going abroad for 
study purposes that they may in certain | 
circumstances obtain a Cultural Identity — 
Card. These cards, which are only valid © 
in France and the Benelux countries, © 
entitle the holder to substantial privileges. 

Applicants should be either students 
travelling abroad to obtain information 
for their thesis or should be in receipt of 
a travelling scholarship or bursary, Fur- 
ther particulars from the R.I.B.A. 
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Model constructed by City Display Organjsation, 


The East Front of the New Cathedral showing the Baptistry Window and Hallowing Place Windows. The Apse of the 
Old Cathedral and New Entrance Porch are on the left, and the Guild Chapel is on the right. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


VIEWS OF A MODEL SHOWN IN THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION, 1952 


BASIL SPENCE, ARSA, OBE, FRIBA, FRIAS, ARCHITECT 

















View of the North Front of the New Cathedral with the Guild Chapel on the left, and the Christian Service Centre on the right. 
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Interior view showing Chancel and 
tapestry. 











The Font, with the Chapel of Unity beyond. View from the New Porch towards the Altar. 
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Aerial view from the south, 


the foreground, 


showing the 
general layout with the ruins of the Old Cathedral in 
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Revised plan of Cathedral. 


The model shows a number of changes 
made by the architect since winning the 
competition. The porch at the liturgical 
west-end has been enlarged and its roof 
raised to the same level as the nave roof, 
the blank wall which rose above it being 
replaced by a large glass screen through which 
a view down the length of the cathedral, 
towards a tapestry to be designed by Mr. 
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Graham Sutherland, will be obtainable from 
within the porch. The nave roof has been 
changed since the model was made; it will 
now be of lamella construction, and a new 
view is on page 7o1. The ridge of the roof 
is now level. Other external changes include 


the elimination of the rusticated base and the 
shaping of the outer walls to a slight parabolic 
curve, narrowing towards the east. 
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View of the East Front from Priory-street. 








_The Chapel of Unity seen across the West Forecourt of the Old Cathedral, with Priory-row on the left. 
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Interior perspective of the Nave. 
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL: BASIL SPENCE. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION, 1952 
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Drawn by Frank Weemys. 


KING’S COLLEGE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, LIBRARY EXTENSION : HOWARD ROBERTSON, ARA 
(Easton and Robertson), ARCHITECT 
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Situs by S. Rowland Pierce, 
SCHEME FOR THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, GRAVESEND. S. ROWLAND PIERCE, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by }. D. M. Harvey. 


HARLOW NEW TOWN (AREAS 16 AND 17): GRAHAM DAWBARN, FRIBA (Norman and Dawbarn), 
ARCHITECT 





THE DUTCH CHURCH, 
AUSTIN FRIARS, E.C. 
ARTHUR BAILEY, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT 








Drawn by $. D. M. Harvey. 
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Drawn by F. D. M. Harvey. 


HOUSING SCHEME, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, FOR POPLAR BC. 
H. FARQUHARSON AND D. H. McMORRAN, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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Drawn by D. K. Compton, . 
LAMBETH WYKE SITE FOR CHURCH ARMY HOUSING, LTD. 
ALISTER G. MACDONALD, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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PUTNEY VALE 
HOUSING SCHEME, 
WANDSWORTH BC. 

ARTHUR W. 

KENYON, FRIBA, 

ARCHITECT 








Drawn by Basil Marriott, 


Left: COTTAGES AT 
EAST CLANDON FOR 
ST. THOMAS’ 
HOUSING SOCIETY 
ARCHITECT : 

H. S. GOODHART- 
RENDEL, FRIBA 


Below : MAISON- 
ETTES AND FLATS 
FOR READING CBC. 
C. H. JAMES, RA, 
ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 


Above : 
ROYAL OBSERVATORY, 
HERSTMONCEUX : 
EQUATORIAL GROUP. 
BRIAN O’RORKE, ARA, 
ARCHITECT 


Right : 
SCHOOL, ISLE OF 
ELEUTHERA, IN THE 

BAHAMAS. 
OLIVER HILL, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT 


Below : 

NEW RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES, BEE- 
STON, NOTTS. 

C. ST. CLAIR OAKES, 
FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Sketch of the completed project. 


SCHEME FOR A SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL 
AT REDDITCH, WORCESTERSHIRE 


L. C. LOMAS, FRIBA, COUNTY ARCHITECT 


HE site of this proposed school is bounded to 
the east-south-east by the main Studley-road, 
to the west-north-west by a public footpath and is on 
a heavy slope of about 1 in 15 towards the road. ‘The 
views to the east and south-east from the site are 
outstanding and maximum advantage is being taken 
of the fact, particularly as this aspect also coincides 
with the most economical siting of the buildings 
along the contours. Due to the steep slope, the 
school has been planned as a fairly narrow building 
with mezzanine floors where the rooms rise up the 
hill. 

Entrance——The main entrance, which includes a 
bus bay, is planned from the least steep part of the 
site in a straight stretch of the Studley-road from 
which a drive leads direct to the main entrance, a 


vehicular branch serving the multiple duties of car 
access to park, fuel store, handicraft unit, and kitchen. 
Two secondary footpath accesses are planned, one 
from Studley-road near the middle of the site 
frontage and the second from the public footpath 
which forms a short-cut from the centre of the town. 
The caretaker’s house is planned adjacent to the main 
entrance for purposes of control. 

General Arrangement.—Planning is in two main 
units divided by the entrance hall so that the assembly 
hall and gymnasium block can be used without 
throwing open the remainder of the school. Class- 
rooms and the administrative group are generally on 
the ground floor, and practical rooms together with 
the school library are on the first floor. The sani- 
tary accommodation being at an intermediate level, 








Site plan. 
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access is equally convenient to both floors, with entrances 
at ground level at the rear giving directly on to the play- 
grounds and playing-fields. The science laboratory, also 
at mezzanine level, is to be used for biology and therefore 
has an entrance at the rear direct on to the playing-fields 
and garden. Utilising the slope of the site, cycle storage is 
accommodated beneath the gymnasium block in front of the 
heating chamber. There is a most attractive amphitheatre 
which will be used for outdoor theatricals, demonstrations 
and youth activities, and the changing rooms are sited so 
that they may be used as green rooms from the “ stage ” of 
the amphitheatre. 

Construction.—The school is to be built in site precast 
reinforced concrete construction. This form of construc- 
tion, which has recently been developed, has been devised to 
afford a very large saving in reinforcement compared with a 
normal steel-framed building and has the advantage over 
normal factory-made units that transport to the site is saved. 
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Again, in comparison with normal reinforced concrete site ~ 
construction, very little shuttering is required and this, being 
of a uniform size, is reused a great number of times. In 
addition, it is claimed, progress is considerably quicker and is — 
not dependent on weather conditions as the site slab, which is 
laid first, is used as a platform for the construction of the — 
units. 

Cladding, generally, is in pre-cast concrete slab units 
externally with preformed plaster panels internally. Pre- 
cast prestressed reinforced concrete floors and roofs and 
preformed plaster partitions have been used to allow the 
maximum possible dry construction and to speed erection. 

The single-storey units are in load-bearing cellular,concrete 
blocks which are to be sprayed with “‘ Pyroc’’ which is also 
to be used internally for plastering. Heating is by low- 
pressure hot water accelerated by pumps, but so designed as 
to operate as a modified thermosyphon system in case of 
electricity cuts. ’ 
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MEETING of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation was held at 36, Bedford- 
square, W.C.1, on April 30, with Mr. 
Anthony M. Chitty, F.R.I.B.A., the 
retiring president, in the chair. The 
preliminary business included the nomin- 
ation of Officers and Council for the 
session 1952-53. Afterwards an address 
was giver by Mr. Basit Tay or entitled 
* An Art Critic among the Architects.” 
The lecturer introduced his subject by 
speaking of some reading he had done in 
preparation for this address. Reading Le 
Corbusier on the Modulor had reminded 
him that in England we had no taste for 
that kind of thing; we had a taste for 
irrationality. In an article on French 
painting written in 1884, R. M. Stevenson 
said: “‘ The English wish beauty to be 
something unattainable or at least, un- 
definable, something connected with but 
over and above the material of any art, 
a soul linked to a body but quite different 
and independent, something quite trans- 
cendental.”” The art critic had made this 
diagnosis, suggesting that the particular 
quality should be dealt with surgically 
and replaced with something more. valu- 
able. Coming to our own times, during 
the 1930’s in this country we had sought 
consciously or unconsciously to assimilate 
the modern movement in art. During 


that decade the extreme movements in, 


European art had been introduced into 
English art, and a conscious attempt made 
to assimilate them. He believed that the 
same thing had happened in architecture, 
and that just before the war a determined 
attempt was being made to transform 
these importations into something more 
local and national. 

Between 1940 and 1951 we had dis- 
covered our own national personality. 
During the war we had been isolated from 
the Continent, and we now congratulated 
ourselves upon the fruits of that isolation, 
but in fact it might turn out to be a bad 
thing. It had led to cultural nationalism. 
We had made a self-conscious and con- 
scientious rediscovery of our national 
tradition and become self-congratulatory 
and sentimental about our past in landscape 
and architecture. During the war also 
we had received an influx of distin- 
guished scholars, most of them coming 
from northern and central Europe, and 
therefore more predisposed to our national 
tendencies than if they had come from 
Latin countries. As a consequence of 
their arrival and work there had grown up 
all over England a taste for art history 
unlike: anything of the ‘kind we had 
previously experienced, and we had dis- 
covered what kind of people we thought 
we were. 


THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 


Comparing the Festival of Britain with 
the Exhibition it commemorated, Mr. 
Basil Taylor said he saw the Festival as 
the climax of the movement towards the 
new antiquarian and picturesque : to him 
the most interesting thing about it was 
its nationalism. The 1851 Exhibition 
was international : men were then looking 
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Architectural Association Hear an Art Critic’s Views 


forward to a not too distant Utopia. But 
the Festival of 1951 did not look much 
outside the borders of England. It said, 
‘** We have discovered what sort of people 
we are; come and see us.” Facing 
problems much the same as those of a 
hundred years ago our answer was in 
terms of some kind of national romanti- 
cism ; but if we tried to-day to construct 
a self-conscious romanticism we ought to 
remember the result of the unconscious 
romanticism of the nineteenth century, 
when the society that had arisen from the 
industrial revolution was accompanied by 
a culture essentially irrational and romantic 
which said, “We must give the new 
world a coating of the old arts.” 

Coming to the architectural controversy, 
Mr. Basil Taylor said there were certain 
things about which architects differed. 
The fixst of these was the use of materials, 
next the genius loci, then cosiness in 
architecture and, finally, the question of 
monumentality. First as to the use of 
materials. 

One of the things to be noticed in 
English architecture was the rather self- 
conscious use of materials, and he won- 
dered when looking at certain buildings 
how much this very self-conscious texture 
was really like the way in which we trans- 
ferred the character of impressionism in 
the sphere of painting. ‘The second point 
of his argument was as to. the gentus loci. 
One of the things to be noticed about the 
paintings of the years 1910-30 was the 
absence of any sense of this ; but now one 
of the ways to praise a landscape was to 
say that the painter was very much aware 
of the genius loct. 


6 


COSINESS IN ART 


As to the next point, he hesitated to enter 
upon the question of cosiness: he was 
reluctant to say what the man next door 
regarded as being cosy. His final argu- 
ment was about monumentality. He 
wondered whether the whole question of 
monumentality was not an outcome of our 
historical way of looking at things. Hav- 
ing discovered that quality in the art of 
the past had we invented a situation in 
which we were confronting ourselves with 
this particular problem ? Had the ques- 
tion any reality at all ? 

Summing up, Mr. Basil Taylor said 
that he found in his examination into this 
unfamiliar field a very true reflection of 
many of those currents which were present 
in English painting. First of all he found 
the dilemma which was created by our 
knowing rather too much about the past, 
by having to make up our minds too much 
and in consequence deciding not to make 
up our minds at all, but to accept almost 
everything and find a way of accommodat- 
ing it. 

He had been ‘interested to find» the 


. relations between painting and architecture 


in the picturesque interest in certain 
natural forms. On going into the Concert 
Hall at the Festival he had been struck 
by the fact that the particular stone which 
the architect used was one in which the 
fossils were very obvious, and he could 
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not help thinking that in romantic writing 
and painting great picturesque use was 
made of those strange natural objects, and 
that over here we had largely transformed 
this interest in natural forms and natural 
growth. On the Continent artists found 
an inspiration in such things mainly on 
account ‘of geometrical laws : our interest 
was not in the underlying structure, it was 
much more in the picturesque appearance. 


A second correspondence was the 
relationship between the physical look 
of painting and the physical appearance of 
architecture. In this country the actual 
gulf between pictorial and architectural 
expression was very much narrower than 
it was anywhere else in the world. A 
third point was our present attitude 
towards scientific knowledge: he found 
a determination to try artificially to forget 
the process of natural assimilation which 
had gone on in the ’30’s and find some 
kind of antidote to our scientific world. 
He laid these correspondences tentatively 
before the audience, hoping that the last 
15 years had not finally committed us to 
«this point of view—to the discovery of our 
national cultural tradition and our very 
self-conscious creation of this image of 
ourselves. * 


THE DISCUSSION 


Str Puirie Henpy (Director of the 
National Gallery) said he was extremely 
glad to have been chosen to thank Mr. 
Basil Taylor. A large number of fears 
had been disturbing him deeply during 
the past few years, and Mr. Taylor had 
now given a concise and fascinating 
expression to those fears. He (Sir Philip) 
‘was disturbed by the nationalism which 
had naturally grown upon us during the 
war, and in the Festival he had found 
the summit and acme of that nationalism. 


Mr. JoHN SUMMERSON said that all his 
friends spent their time trying to procure 
building licences. When they got a 
licence they put up a miserable little 
building, and when the building was up 
all the critics fussed about it. ‘Twenty 
years ago architectural writing, journalism 
and history had been a fairly respectable 
branch of the whole architectural business, 
but now it was the thing and actual build- 
ing was a minor branch. 


Mr. Eric Newron said that neither 
perfect romanticism nor perfect classicism 
was good, but nothing was more exciting 
than a combination of both. 


Str JoHN ROTHENSTEIN said Mr. Basil 
Taylor had drawn a picture of a solid 
classical Europe with us in a kind of 
romantic lunatic prison ; but if one went 
to Paris he saw no sort of reality behind 
the things Mr. Taylor had said. 


Mr. Basit Taytor, replying briefly to 
the discussion, said that romanticism - 
was far from being his subject. He wished 
to suggest that the modern self-conscious 
tradition was perhaps a pity. He sup- 
ported the remarks about functionalism. 
The antagonism he had in view was not 
so much between classicism and roman- 
ticism as between a romanticism arising 
naturally out of a national tradition and a 
romanticism coming from’ people who 
preferred. other arts, such as painting 
rather than architecture. 





SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 
Maintenance Scholarships in Architecture 


M[HE Royal Institute of British Architects 

offer for award in July next the follow- 
ing maintenance scholarships in architecture, 
tenable from October 1, 1952. 

A Howe Green 4th and 5th year Mainten- 
ance Scholarship of £40 and an R.I.B.A. 4th 
and 5th year Maintenance Scholarship of 
£60, both of which enable a student who 
has passed the Intermediate stage to com- 
plete an approved course at a school of 
architecture recognised for exemption from 
the R.I.B.A. Final Examination; and a 
Houston Maintenance Scholarship of a maxi- 
mum value of £125 per annum, which is 
available for any stage of training at a recog- 
nised school of architecture and is awarded 
in the first instance for one year. It is 
renewable from year to year. (The Houston 
Maintenance Scholarships are for the purpose 
of providing education and maintenance 
allowances for the sons of architects and 
artists who may be, or at the time of their 
death were, in impecunious circumstances. 

The scholarships are intended to enable 
promising students, whose parents or guard- 
ians have not the necessary means, to attend 
approved courses in architecture. Scholar- 
ships are available only for students who 
are British subjects by birth or naturalisa- 
tion. 

The value of the scholarship, up to the 
limits stated, will depend on the financial 
circumstances of the parents or guardians of 
the candidate. 

Applications for the scholarships must ‘be 


made to the Secretary to the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, R.I.B.A., 66, Portland- 


place, W.1. The closing date for 
the receipt of applications, duly completed, 
is June 30. The award will be made towards 
the end of July. 


EDINBURGH A.A. 
Election of Officers 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Edinburgh Architectural Association the 
following office-bearers were elected for the 
session 1952-53. 

President, Mr. W. H.  Kininmonth, 
A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A.; vice-presidents, Mr. 
Esme Gordon, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. Frank 
Wood, F.R.I.B.A.;  past-president, - Mr. 
Leslie Grahame - Thomson, R.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A.; secretary and treasurer, Mr. 
G. K. V. Clarke, W.S. 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Architects and Housing 


ARCHITECTS must keep abreast of scientific 
developments and the use of new materials 
declared Mr. R. J. GARDNER-MEDWIN, chief 
architect and planning officer to the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland, when he spoke 
recently to the members of the Liverpool 
Architectural Society. 

Mr. Gardner-Medwin, who. was recently 
appointed Roscoe Professor of Architecture 
at Liverpool University, emphasised that 
new responsibilities of architects included 
social, scientific and aesthetic ideals, while 
the greatest responsibility in social matters 
lay in the field of town and country plan- 
ning and housing. 

Every architect should know a great deal 
about housing, he said, but. there still seemed 
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to be an idea that designing a small house 
was child’s play. Under present conditions 
it was one of the most difficult of jobs. Most 
of them were immersed in housing at the 
present time, and would be for some time 
to come. 

It was not so long ago, he said, when one- 
sixth of Liverpool was living in cellars, but 
the City’s housing record had been very 
good. 

Mr. Francis J. M. Ormrod was re-elected 
president of the Society. 


MIDLAND AND FIVE COUNTIES 
A.A, 
Redevelopment of Birmingham 


WHILE everyone is crying for more and 

more houses, erected more and more 
quickly, a warning was given recently by 
Major G. B. Cox, president of the Midland 
and Five Counties Architectural Association. 
“Don’t,” he said, “repeat the mistakes that 
have made the city architecturally un- 
healthy. If we want a beautiful city, worthy 
of being England’s second capital, we must 
think before we build. 

“No more back-to-back houses, hurriedly 
thrown up to accommodate expanding in- 
dustries; no more ‘ panic’ building of houses 
for the homeless; but a sane grasping of 
opportunities that’ present themselves.” 

Major Cox voiced his warning at the 
recent annual dinner of the Association, 
held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham. He 
told an audience that included the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham (Ald. R. C. Yates), 
and the City Engineer and Surveyor (Mr. 
H. J. Manzoni): 

“In the last hundred years our city grew 
far too rapidly to be architecturally healthy. 
Its buildings for the most part lacked the 
inspiration and guiding hand of the archi- 
tect. Living, as we are, at the commence- 
ment of the second Elizabethan Age of great 
promise, we must see to it that all those past 
mistakes are not repeated. Never before in 
our city’s history was there such a wonder- 
ful opportunity for turning over a new 
architectural leaf.” 

‘Controls, shortages, rigid ceiling prices 
and fixed sizes and areas for building, were 
very poor fare for budding Michaelangelos, 
said Major Cox. But there were hopeful 
signs. 

“Our city’s future development plan,” he 
declared, “published last. January, heralds 
the dawn of a great architectural renaissance 
in Birmingham and gives us the promise of 
a second spring.” And that second chance, 
explained Major Cox, together with the aid 
of the new development plan, could result 
in a city to be proud of—if we were watch- 
ful. 

“ Our task will not be easy,” he admitted. 
“With building shortages everywhere we 
suffer the handicap of speed, and to meet 
urgent demands we are compelled today to 
construct. a vast volume of ‘bread and 
butter’ economical architecture. It will be 
a modern miracle,” he said, “if this policy 
of forced building expansion in a period of 
enforced financial restriction can’ produce 
really generous monumental architecture.” 


Everybody seemed obsessed, he said, with 
tightening belts, saving dollars and putting 


up houses, and it was quite likely we should ° 


forget again. “With everybody scrambling 
for accommodation,” he warned, “ there is 
a danger that we shall put up these things 
too quickly, and so make the same mistake 
again.” 
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SCULPTURE IN GARDENS 
The Relationship Between the Two 


(THERE were only two kinds of sculpture 

—good and bad, and there was no such 
thing ag garden sculpture, said Mr. REG 
BUTLER when he gave a talk on “ Sculpture 
in Gardens” at a general meeting of. the 
Institute of Landscape Architecture held in 
London -on April 17. We take the follow- 
ing extracts from Mr. Butler’s paper: 

The use of sculpture in relation to garden 
planning should involve a fundamentally two- 
sided approach: first of all the’ sculpture 
must perform a useful function in the garden- 
scape considered as a whole, and then, since 
the sort of sculpture we are considering will 
always be a work of art in its own right, 
what is achieved in the total scheme must 
be without expense to the proper setting of 
the sculpture. More than this, it seems that 
a fully satisfactory solution to the landscape 
architect’s problem should automatically 
involve the most sympathetic solution to 
that of providing the best environment for 
the sculpture. « 

Now, as I see it, this is also the problem 
involved in using sculpture in relation to 
architecture, and I don’t think it will be out 
of place for me to say here that I am com- 
pletely and absolutely convinced that it is 
a grave mistake to imagine that sculpture can 
any longer be commissioned in the accepted 
sense of that word. 

I hold the firmest conviction that the only 
possible relation between the architect and 
the artist to-day must be based on an accept- 
ance of the necessity for esthetic experi- 
mentation in the seclusion of the artist’s per- 
sonal life; and that the link with the architect 
must be through the shop window of the 
aftist’s studio. The contemporary artist is 
and should be fully preoccupied with his 
search for a valid statement, and the architect 
is the real expert at relating the elements 
involved in the association of building, gar- 
den and sculpture. 

The practical problem of relating sculpture 
to garden layout can either be approached 
by considering certain fundamental require- 
ments for the siting of sculpture, and then 
seeing how these may be met by the sort 
of setting a garden offers; ‘or, one may 
begin by posing a landscape problem and 
then seeing to what extent the use of sculp- 
ture can contribute a solution. 

The question of scale in the sense of the 
physical relation between a sculpture and its 
surroundings raises problems which are both 
difficult and interesting. At a guess I would 
say that more esthetic disasters derive from 
a failure to solve this problem’ than from 
any other. 

I think the most tricky situation occurs 
where a sculpture near life-size is involved. 
A sculpture is of necessity an inanimate thing 
(mobiles are, of course, the exception) and 
this absence of life has the effect of reducing 
the apparent physical value. Another and. 
perhaps, more fundamental reason is due to 
the fact that art, if it is really art, is always 
artificial. The colossal or, at least, well over 
life-size work stands in its own right just be- 
cause it is sufficiently remote from competi- 
tion with life and in the same way the really 
small figure introduces one to a world of 
its own, equally remote from competition 
with the normal physical world. 

I would say, therefore, avoid the life-size 
compositions wherever you can, particularly 
in the open air, and where one must be 
used, endeavour to keep the scale of the 
surroundings as near to that of an interior 
as possible. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for March Quarter 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament on May 2 as White Papers* by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show 

that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during March was 21,754, com- 
pared with 16,757 in March, 1951. 
The total number of houses completed under the post-war programme is now 1,227,104 
(1,069,958 permanent and 157,146 temporary). 
Detailed figures at the end of March were :— 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 























GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Total to Completions | Completions Total to Completions | Completions 
March 31, in in March 31, in in 
1952 March February 1952 March February 
Local authoritiest 842,158 18,244 13,348 732,001 15,907 11,905 
Private builders 152,237 2,128 1,865 145,767 2,038 1,790 
Housing associations .. 8,177 292 154 7,695 146 154 
Government departments : 23,579 990 715 21,509 875 675 
War destroyed houses rebuilt : 

(1) Local authorities 9,249 — 20 8,459 —— 20 
(2) Under licence 34,558 100 61 34,205 81 61 
Total 1,069,958 21,754 16,163 949,636 19,047 14,605 














PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Under Increase December Under Increase December 

construction | or decrease | increase or | construction | or decrease | increase or 

at on decrease on at on decrease on 

March 31. | December 31 | September 30| March 31 |December 31 |September 30 
Local authoritiest 194,049 # 3,485 — 823 159,171 4,224 — 797 
Private builders 23,461 3,113 — 789 21,089 3,101 — 1,121 
Housing associations .. 1,980 —_— 74 216 1,860 36 224 
Government departments 11,247 — 385 793 10,022 — 361 767 
War destroyed houses rebuilt : 

(1). Local authorities 121 — 16 — 2 121 = 16 — 2 
(2) Under licence 793 — . 155 — 186 709 — 136 — 129 
Total 231,651 5,968 — 791 192,972 6,848 — 1,058 




















It is estimated that at the end of March there were 234,900 men employed on the construction 
of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. ‘This figure does not 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 


include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 
SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
































ENGLAND AND WALES SCOTLAND GREAT BRITAIN 
March 31, Dec. 31, March 31, Dec. 31, March 31, Dec. 31, 
1952 1951 1952 1951 1952 1951 
Completed houses and flats— 
Permanent .. at 949,636 902,524 120,322 113,825 1,069,958 1,016,349 
Temporary 124,970 124,970 32,176 32,176 157,146 157,146 
1,074,606. 1,027,494 152,498 146,001 1,227,104 1,173,495 
Under construction— 
Permanent ve 192,972 186,124 38,679 39,559 231,651 225,683 
Tenders approved (a)— 
(Local authority new houses) 946,239 909,191 155,793 148,718 1,102,032 1,057,909 
Licences and approvals issued 
(@)— 
(Private builders new houses) 177,667 167,208 10,236 9,956 187,903 177,164 
Tenders approved and licences 
issued (a)— 
(New houses all agencies in- 
cluding rebuilt houses) ..} 1,213,314 1,163,639 171,837 164,302 1,385,151 1,327,941 
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THE HOUSING DRIVE 

Mr. Macmillan on “ Encouraging 

Figures ” 

[THE Minister of Housing ‘and Local 

Government, Mr.\‘HAROLD MACMILLAN, 
opening a new block of flats in Hatfield New 
Town on May 2 said: I am, to-day, able 
to announce the national housing figures for 
the first quarter of 1952. They are encourag- 
ing. The nation has a right to be proud of 
its housing effort, and a duty to be grateful 
to those who have made it possible—to the 
local authorities and their contractors; to 
the private enterprise builders; to the 
masters and men in the building industry 
generally; and may I add to the hard-working 
officials of my Ministry, both in London and 
the regions. All these together have con- 
tributed to a fine result. 

It is only a start; but it is a good start. 
Nothing succeeds like success. There is a 
long way to go yet; but we are well on the 
road. Here are the figures: — 

First, the houses completed. That is the 
main thing. That means families going off 
the housing queues into the houses. In the 
first three months of 1951 the figure was 
43,891, and in the first three months of 
1952 53,609; an increase of 9,718 or 22 per 
cent. That is a splendid result. Let us keep 
it going. Some people may say this has been 
done by concentrating all our efforts on this 
completion job, and that we shall. suffer for 
it later. That is not true. The other figures 
are just as encouraging. . The figures. of 
houses under construction are as follows. 

At the end of the first quarter of 1951, 
202,053; at the end of this quarter, 231,651; 
an increase of 29,598 (15 per cent.). Next, 
houses started during the two quarters: in 
1951, 44,536, and now, in 1952, 59,577; an 
increase of 153041 (34 per eent.). In addi- 
tion, I am authorising local authorities and 
private builders to get on with their plans 
for many more. The order book is full, and 
will be kept full. 

There is just one other point. I have 
heard it said that the new policy is to rely 
mainly on private building for sale. That 
is not true. In each of these categories there 
are more houses to let than at the same 
time last year; more finished to let; more 
being built to let; and more contracted for 
to let. So anyone who says that we are 
concentrating on houses to sell is wrong. The 
figures speak for themselves. In the first 
quarter of 1951 39,421 houses were built for 
letting, 4,470 for sale. In 1952 the figures 
were 47,541.and 6,068. : 

In this country we need to.take care of 
the different needs of all kinds of families. 
Do not let us bring jealousy into the housing 
crusade. “More for everybody,” . that 
should be the cry. Houses to let, and houses 





(a) Includes dwellings under construction and completed. 


to sell: council houses; the big contractor; 
the small contractor—all these in_ their 





* Cmd. 8,527 Housing Return for England and Wales, March 31, 1952. H.M.S.O., price 1s. 3d. 
* Cmd. 8,528 Housing Return for Scotland, March 31, 1952. H.M.S.O., price 9d. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


various ways have a vital contribution to 
make. 
The housing crusade is a national crusade, 
to serve the nation. 





REPAIRS TO RENTED PROPERTY 


“Immediate Action Necessary ” 

Tue Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute has submitted a memoran- 
dum to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on the amendment of the Rent 
Restrictions Acts.in which it is stated that 
immediate action is necessary to prevent 
a large number of: dwelling-houses from 


falling into disrepair 


because the present 





controlled rents are 
owners to maintain them properly. 
Institute’s long-term proposal for rent con- 
trol is to base the controlled rent upon the 


gross 


Other long-term proposals for incorpora- 
tion in legislation include suspension of part 
of the rent for failure by a landlord to 
repair; for the exclusion of new and recon- 
structed houses from control; and for the 
stricter control of sub-lettings. 


value for rating purposes. 





insufficient to enable 
The 


Brighton Housing Scheme Decision 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has confirmed the order, with 
very slight amendments, for the compulsory 
purchase by Brighton«Corporation of 764 
acres of land at South Woodingdean for 
housing purposes. 

The order was the subject of a recent 
public inquiry. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH IN 1950-51 
Annual Report of the DSIR 


[TX the annual report for 1950-51 of the 

Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, published on April 24 by 
H.M.S.O. (Cmd. No. 8494, price 7s. 6d.), 
the Department’s advisory , council 
expresses grave concern at the delay in 
giving full effect to D.S.I.R.’s post-war 
plans, the realisation of which has been 
seriously hampered, especially. by difficul- 
ties in recruitment and building. In the 
report the council states what it considers 
to be “the minimum expansion of 
D.S.1.R.’s resources which the needs of 
defence and the economic future of the 
country demand.” 


D.S.I.R.’s post-war plans called for an 
increase of scientific and administrative 
staff from 2,160, the number in posts in 
1946, to about 4,000. The staff now 
numbers some. 3,000, but the council 
regards the present rate of growth as 
too slow. $ 


In addition, D.S.I.R.’s post-war plans 
included a_ substantial building pro- 
gramme, the cost, of which, at to-day’s 
prices, would be of the order of £10m. 
The programme comprised the provision 
of laboratories for the new organisations 
for mechanical ‘engineering research and 
hydraulics research, the extension of 
certain existing establishments and the 
rehousing of others. ** Progress,’ the 
council states, ‘“‘has been extremely 
disappointing. Year by year expenditure 
has lagged behind schedule, and when at 
length it seemed possible that the rate of 
expenditure could be raised to the agreed 
level of £1m. per annum, a severe cut 
was imposed and it is doubtful whether 
expenditure will reach £500,000 for the 
year 1951-52. A special handicap has 
been the difficulty in securing new sites 
for stations and obtaining land for exten- 
sions. The main difficulty is not in 
meeting D.S.I.Rjs* technical require- 
ments, but in obtaining the consent of the 
numerous authorities concerned, both 
central and local. The cumulative effect of 

«these and other. delays has created a 
situation .of extreme difficulty for 
D.S.LR.” 


Satisfactory progress has been made in 
the reconstruction and extension of the 
Building Research Station, but far more 
remains to be done, including the acquisi- 
tion of additional land. In particular, the 
intention underlying the transfer of the 
responsibility for sociological and 
economic research from the Ministry of 
Works to D.S.I.R. and the resulting 
economies cannot be fully realised until 
this work can be accommodated at the 
Building Research Station. 


BUILDING RESEARCH 
Building Materials —The study of build- 


ing materials as such aims at securing a 
wider knowledge of their constitution and 
properties and of their relationships to the 
environment in which they are placed, in 
order to provide means for judging their 
suitability for their purpose, for improving 
their quality or overcoming difficulties 
experienced in their use, or for securing 
more efficient utilisation. The work of the 


Building Research Station is concerned 
with building materials of all kinds except 
wood, which is the responsibility of the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory. 


Reports of large discrepancies in the 
results of compressive strength tests on 
vibrated mortar cubes prepared in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the British 
Standard for Portland cement (B.S. 12: 
1947) led to an extensive investigation in 
collaboration with 11 other laboratories. 
The results, which showed no large 
discrepancies, vindicated the usefulness 
of the test, which is still considered to be 
the most suitable test for its purpose yet 
devised. 


Observations have been made of the 
variability of concrete on several construc- 
tion sites. It has been demonstrated that 
when the mixing operations are carefully 
controlled, not only is a more uniform 
product obtained, but a saving in cement 
may also be made. Owing to poor control 
over the mixing operations, the coefficient 
of variation at one site reached a value of 
27.4 per cent. On another site where 
there was better control the coefficient of 
variation was only 7.2 per cent. 


Reports of extensive trials carried out 
by a commercial organisation on a large 
construction site suggest that similar 
econpmies can be effected, by reason of 
improved workability at a low water/ 
cement ratio, by adding a small proporcion 
of a suitable wetting agent to the concrete 
mix. Laboratory studies have so far failed 
to demonstrate what function is performed 
by the wetting agent and an explanation of 
the good experience met with under 
practical conditions awaits further investi- 
gation. 


Prospects for the 


development of 
exports of a British building stone were 
impaired when two Continental laboratories 


engaged by prospective purchasers 
obtained unfavourable results in laboratory 
freezing tests and reported unfavourably 
on the qualities of the stone. Doubts in 
the minds of those* concerned were 
resolved by demonstrating, by reference 
to existing buildings, that the stone has 
been used with satisfaction in this country 
for centuries; and the Continental 
observers were the more convinced when 
they were able to satisfy themselves that 
it has given unexceptionable service in the 
war-cemeteries on the Continent. This 
incident endorses the Station’s experience 
that existing methods of testing for frost 
resistance are unreliable and misleading. 

Co-operative investigations have 
continued in association with the Wood 
Wool Building Slab Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, and with the British Cast Concrete 
Federation and the Cast Stone and 
Concrete Federation. 


DESIGN OF STRUCTURES 


Potential Economies in Frame Design.— 
The latest methods of frame design take 
some ‘account of the continuity of the 
frame, but they consider the frame as 
acting independently of the rest of the 
building in carrying all dead and live 
loads and the walls and floors being 
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considered in its design merely as so much 
extra dead weight. ‘Tests made at the 
station on reinforced’ concrete beams 
carrying walls have shown how great may 
be the strength of the wall itself in such a 
simple composite structure, It is thus 
clear that there are potential economies 
to be achieved in frame design by a 
proper understanding and recognition of 
the composite behaviour of the walls and 
floors with the frame. Controlled tests 
in the laboratory on wall-beam and 
floor-beam structures have, therefore, 
been planned, and the opportunity, has 
also been taken of carrying out a test on a 
large building in course of erection—the 
new Government office building in White- 
hali Gardens. 

. Though the results so far obtained have 
not yet been fully analysed, two facts are 
already apparent. First, the floor slabs, 
even without walls, reinforce the beams 
of the frame to such an extent that a full 
investigation of this behaviour in the 
laboratory can be expected to lead to 
substantial savings in the steel used in 
beams. Second, the stresses in the steel 
of a building such as that at Whitehall 
Gardens, due to the loads assumed in 
design, may be so small with present 
methods of design, that they may even be 
swamped by other stresses which are 
always ignored, for instance, those due to 
shrinkage of concrete. 

Much attention has also been paid to 
the design of composite steel-concrete 
bridge deck systems. This work for the 
Ministry of Transport is likely also to lead 
to considerable economies in steel. 

For the efficient design and develop- 
ment of multi-storey concrete buildings 
it is important to study the behaviour of 
thin concrete walls both reinforced and 
unreinforced, when utilised as load bearing 
members. The object of this work is again 
to reduce the cost and quantities of 
materials required. The applications of 
prestressed concrete have been studied. 
Research has continued on the properties 
of steel wires marketed for use in pre- 
stressed concrete. The behaviour of pre- 
stressed concrete beams under static and 
impact loading is being observed ; and a 
programme of fire tests is being carried 
out by the Joint Fire Research Organisa- 
tion. 

Shell Roof Design—The use of thin 


reinforced concrete shells for roofing large 


-areas such as factories and auditoria is a 


significant architectural development. The 
chief advantage is the provision of large 
floor areas uninterrupted by columns. 
Knowledge of shell roof design is at 
present confined to a relatively small group 
of engineers, and standards for construc- 
tion are inadequately covered in existing 
building bye-laws. On this account the 
B.R.S. has made a study of the theoretical 
basis of shell design with special emphasis 
on the practical means by which the 
theoretical results may be made more 
widely accessible to engineers. 

Movement foints in Structures—To 
limit cracking due to displacements in 
structures, joints are often incorporated to 


_ permit relative movements between differ- 


ent parts arising, for example, from temper- 
ature effects, shrinkage or unequal settle- 
ment. © There is a lack of information on 
the subject, particularly on the efficiency 
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in practice of various types of joint and 
joint filler. The Station has therefore 
commenced a survey to gather such 
information. 

Soil ‘Mechanics and Foundations.— 
During the year particular attention has 
been paid to the problems of load-bearing 
capacity of piles. Model tests with a 
special apparatus have given a_ useful 
insight into the relative contribution of 
skin friction and point resistance in 
various types of soil. Full-scale tests at a 
site underlain by sand were carried out 
during the reconstruction of a London 
bridge. Field loading tests have been 
made on piles formed by boring holes in 
the ground and filling up with concrete 
which are being studied in connection 
with their use as foundations for houses 
and schools on shrinkable clay sites. 

An apparatus developed for measuring 
loads in earth-retaining structures has 
been used successfully for measuring the 
earth pressure on a large steel sheet pile 
coffer-dam, braced with steel walings and 
struts, which was supporting the sides of a 


deep excavation in a soft silty clay. 


EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS 


Heating.—The most important single 
conclusion reached during. the year was 
that a fair balance of economy and comfort 
was generally to be found in using a 
continuous-burning solid fuel fireplace 
and back-boiler supplying domestic hot 
water and two downstairs radiators, 
together with the use of draught-seals on 
front and rear doors and, of course, with 
adequate thermal insulation. 


Research effort is now increasingly being 
directed towards factories and schools by 
field studies somewhat similar to those 
made in houses. 

Lighting. —The _ Station’s lighting re- 
search since the war has been focused on 
the investigation of visual efficiency and 
comfort, and on so developing the techno- 
logy of lighting as to facilitate planning 
of the lighting of the whole environment. 
The first results were published eighteen 
months ago, and the past year has been 
chiefly notable for widespread increase 
in the interest aroused by this work. In 
practice, it is beginning already to have its 
effect on the design of both natural and 
artificial lighting systems. 

Acoustics and Sound Insulation—The 
year under review has seen the completion 
of the Royal Festival Hall in London, and 
much interest has been aroused in its 
acoustics. The Station worked closely 
with the acoustical consultant and the 
architects throughout the design and 
construction of the Hall, which incor- 
porates mbdern acoustical views so com- 
pletely that it possesses much importance 
as a full-scale study of their application. 
Musical qualities are of course the criteria 
by which acoustical success must be judged 
in concert halls, and the Station has there- 
fore made extensive and systematic use of 
music critics, musicians and other com- 
petent listeners, arranged in teams, during 
a series of test concerts. The London 
County Council has made modifications in 
the building:in accordance with the views 
formed during the period of study. 
Assistance has also been given in the design 
and construction of the new Colston Hall 
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at Bristol. The sketch plans for the 
Queen’s Hall, London, have been checked 
by the Station, but more detailed work 
awaits a final decision on when the building 
will be started. 

Plumbing.—Experimental work on the 
hydraulics of plumbing systems has con- 
tinued. The studies are being made with 
transparent pipes and fittings, to full- 
scale, so that flow conditions in various 
practical arrangements of pipework can be 
determined. The aim is to get greater 
simplicity. in plumbing installations and 
so reduce costs. 


REQUIREMENTS OF THE USER 


Since the war many houses of non- 
traditional construction’ have been built. 
A systematic study of the performance of 
these forms of construction is in hand 
to ascertain the extent to which the houses, 
with their services and equipment, are 
meeting the requirements of occupants. 


User experience during domestic opera- 
tions with various layouts and items of 
equipment is being studied and followed 
by experimental work in fully equipped 
mock-up kitchens. In addition, in colla- 
boration with the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, studies 
are being made in experimental kitchen- 
living rooms. The physical conditions 
set up during’ the performance of such 
tasks as cooking and clothes washing are 
being linked with the physiological sensa- 
tions and subjective reactions of house- 
wives. A comparative study of two rooms, 
one of which had a ceiling height of 8 ft. 
and the other 7 ft. 6 in., followed by a 
small field survey of houses with ceiling 
heights of 7 ft. 6in., failed to provide any 
evidence, on grounds of thermal comfort 
or health, against a reduction of the height 
of rooms for ordinary houses from 8 ft. to 
7 ft. 6 in. 


FUTURE INVESTIGATIONS 


Reference was made last year to the 
transfer of the work of the Chief Scientific 
Adviser’s Division of the Ministry of 
Works to the Department. The staffs 
engaged on this work are still housed in 
an experimental station near Boreham 
Wood and in offices in Kensington. The 
work taken over has now been inter- 
related with the existing work of the Build- 
ing Research Station but full integration 
will only be possible when all three 
establishments are brought together under 
one roof by the provision of additional 
accommodation at Garston. A _ special 
committee has been set up on the recom- 
mendation of the Building Research Board 
to advise on future work on economics 
and building operations. 

The work on building operations and 
development, which was the major pro- 
gramme taken over, has continued along 
three main lines :— 

(i) The study of productivity and costs 
of building. During the year a second 
sample survey on house-building costs 
has been commenced. The aim of this 
survey is to provide specific data on the 
influence of sub-contracting on pro- 
ductivity, while at the same time sup- 
plementing the information already 


available from the pilot survey carried 
out prior to the transfer. 
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In addition arrangements have been 
made to carry out a pilot survey into 
the incidence of maintenance costs in 
building. For this purpose the detailed 
records of a local authority are being 
fully investigated. 

(ii) The mechanisation of building pro- 
cesses and operations. During the year 
intensive studies have been made on 
various methods of handling materials 
on building sites as, for example, the 
transport of concrete for foundation 
work, and the horizontal and vertical 
movement of materials for the building 
structure. These studies have led to the 
investigation of the use of rail-mounted 
tower cranes for houses and larger 
buildings. ‘Two types of such cranes 
are being imported from the Continent 
for intensive study. 

(iii) The study of new methods of 
construction. Prior to the transfer an 
investigation had been started of the 
economies in labour and cost that could 
result from the use of various combina- 
tions of prefabricated internal com- 
ponents and types of house shell. A 
scheme for the possible erection of 
about 400 houses is being considered 
and the detailed drawings, bills of 
quantities and specifications are being 
submitted to tender in order to see if 
such:houses can be built at reasonable 
cost. 


COLONIAL LIAISON ~ 


Despite staffing difficulties, the Colonial 
Liaison Organisation at the Building 
Research Station continues to assist an 
increasing number of inquirers with 
information and advice on colonial build- 
ing and housing problems. In particular, 
it has received many requests for informa- 
tion on methods of building materials 
manufacture suitable for colonial develop- 
ment. 

Much of the colonial building legislation 
is out of date, and the Colonial Liaison 
Organisation has had a number of requests 
for assistance in redrafting. A review of 
space and accommodation standards for 
low-cost housing in the Colonies has been 
made, and a note giving guidance to those 
concerned with drafting building legislation 
is in preparation. 


FUEL RESEARCH 


Domestic Heating. — The minimum 
standards of performance for domestic 
heating appliances burning solid fuel 
were agreed in 1947 for a period of three 
years. In 1950 it was decided that the 
schedule of tests and the performance 
standards demanded should be revised so 
as to embody the experience gained over 
this period. ‘The Fuel Research Station 
is playing a prominent part in this revision 
and in the preparation of detailed specifi- 
cations of the test procedures. ‘To settle 
many questions that have arisen several 
extensive investigations have been under- 
taken. 

Many new designs of domestic heating 
appliance for burning solid fuel have been 
tested at the Research Station at Green- 
wich and at the Scottish Branch at Thorn- 
tonhall, near Glasgow. In addition, the 
Station has given considerable assistance 
to the manufacturers of appliances under- 
going test. The value of this is to be seen 
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in the improvements which have been 
effected in domestic heating appliances 
since the war, resulting in an increased 
efficiency in the utilisation of this country’s 
limited resources of solid fuels.’ More- 
over, the importance of scientific methods 
is being increasingly appreciated by the 
manufacturers and provision of facilities 
for research and testing within the industry 
is being made on an extending scale. 


FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH 


There has been little change in the type 
and orientation of the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory’s work. The steady 
pursuit of data on new timbers, mainly 
from the Colonies, has been maintained 
in view of the continuing scarcity of 
“traditional ’’ timbers, and this investi- 
gation together with increasing industrial 
advisory work continues to absorb much 
of the available time of the staff. 

Wood Structure.—For the use of timber 
users, a comprehensive Appendix to the 
Ministry of Works Economy Memoran- 
dum has been produced. This will 
provide general inférmation, not available 
elsewhere, on the general-purpose hard- 
woods now available. 

Seasoning.—The segsoning properties 
of fifteen species of exotic timbers have 
been determined in the course of the year. 
In addition, specific tests have been made 
for commercial purposes. 

Analysis of the results of the prelim- 
inary tests on the effect of differing atmo- 


spheric conditions upon the opposite - 


faces of doors has shown that the principal 
defect was curvature from head to foot 
of the doors. A second test on a batch of 
flush doors has been carried out. 

In the sub-section of wood bending the 
new method of bending tropical timbers 
by bonding a thin beech strip to what will 
be the compression face of the bend has 
been published and improvements are in 
progress. ‘This method will make possible 
the use of a wide range of tropical species 
which do not possess inherently good 
bending properties and will greatly extend 
the range of tropical timbers available to 
the furniture industry. 

Timber Mechanics.—The new structures 
laboratory is complete and the first tests 
on trusses are in hand. This laboratory 
can accommodate a full-size domestic 
roof, as well as trusses, girders and the 
like up to 78 ft. long, and arches up to 
38 ft. span and 26 ft. height. 


PLUMBING TRADES’ 
APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL 


Boundary Overlapping 


THE boundaries of the various areas of 
jurisdiction of the Plumbing Trades’ National 
Apprenticeship Council were discussed at the 
Council’s recent meeting. It was stated 
that their boundaries overlapped those of the 
district committee boundaries of the Plumb- 
ing Trade’s Union, and it was decided that 
a sub-committee should be set up to con- 
sider the matter. 

In connection with the difficulty being 
experienced by technical colleges in® obtain- 
ing supplies of sheet steel and tube, it was 
reported that arrangements had been made 
with a firm of steel tube manufacturers. for 
applications made on behalf of technical 
colleges for the supply of steel tube, to be 
given priority. ‘ 
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THE STRENGTH OF PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 
Experiments on South Bank Site 


(THE prestressed concrete footbridge on 

the South Bank Festival site was tested 
to destruction on May 1, when the span 
under test, that adjacent to Waterloo Bridge, 
finally collapsed under a load of 85 tons, or 
nearly two and a half times the design load 
of 35 tons. 

The final collapse of the bridge marked 
the end of a series of extensive tests on 
the structure carried out by the Cement and 
Concrete Association and the Prestressed 
Concrete Development Group, by arrange- 
ment with the London County Council. 
Much still remains to be discovered con- 
cerning the properties of prestressed con- 
crete, and the South Bank demolitions pro- 
vided an opportunity for practical experi- 
ments which it was considered too good to 
be missed. 

Twelve deflection gauges were placed in 
position at various intervals on the bridge 
before the tests began, and in earlier tests 
deflections were recorded for the design 
load; 125 per cent. design load; 150 per 
cent. design load; 150 per cent. design 
load after standing overnight; re-load 
of design load; and 200 per’cent. design load. 
In these earlier tests the size and appear- 
ance of various cracks which appeared was 
noted. 

At the final test the deflection of the 
structure became very obvious to the eye by 
the time the weight, which was applied by 
ingots of pig iron, had reached around 70 
tons. Soon afterwards, as more weights 
were applied, larger cracks appeared, and the 
concrete began to crumble at the top of one 
of the piers. When 84} tons had been 
applied the collapse of the structure appeared 
imminent, though a voice through the loud- 
speaker said that a good many more weights 
would probably have to be applied before 
collapse occurred. The next weight, how- 
ever, proved the “ last straw ”; barely had the 
crane from which the weights were lowered 


i 


brought the weight into contact with the bridge 
when the whole span collapsed suddenly and 
spectacularly, pulling the pier at the 
Waterloo Bridge end down with it and itself 
breaking into at least three pieces. The deflec- 
tion at the point of collapse was alfhdst 
12 in., and the weight required to cause col- 
lapse 85 tons. After the span tested had 
collapsed it was noticed that the adjacent 
span was cracked through in the middle. 

The bridge was 284 ft. in total length. 
It had three straight spans of 76 ft., 59 ft. 
and 76 ft. respectively and a dog-leg at the 
Festival Hall end with a 54-ft. span and a 
final 19-ft. cantilever. The bridge beam and 
deck were combined to form a T-beam with 
a wide, shallow rib. The deck was 11-ft. 
104-in. wide, 94-in. thick at the rib face and 
3-in. thick at the edge, and was cantilevered 
from a rib 4-ft. wide and 1-ft. 10-in. deep. 
The columns were tapered from a section of 
3 ft. 9 in. by 2 ft. 3 in. at the top to 1 ft. 9 in. 
by 1 ft. 6in. at the base; the column at the 
angle was slightly thicker. The whole 
bridge was designed to give an appearance 
of lightness, and to carry a superimposed 
load of 100 Ib. per sq. ft., or some 1,800 
people on the entire bridge. 

The Freyssinet system of prestressing was 
used, the long, three-span, section of the 
bridge being prestressed with 24 12-wire 
cables, and the end span and cantilever with 
14 similar cables. 

The contractors for the footbridge were 
Messrs. Kirk and Kirk, Limited, and the 
consulting engineers Messrs. Ove Arup and 
Partners. The overall consultants for the 
Festival site were Messrs. Freeman Fox and 
Partners. Messrs. Maxwell Fry, Jane Drew 
and Partners, architects of the Waterloo 
Bridge entrance, planned this bridge as part 
of the same design. 

Among those present to: see the final 
destruction of the bridge was Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works. 


The prestressed concrete bridge at’the South Bank Festival site collapsing after a 
weight of 85 tons had been applied to the deck. 
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TIME AND FASHION 
IN CITY BUILDING 
Professor Holford’s Talk at Yale 


VB. WILLIAM G. HOLFORD, Professor 
of Town Planning at the University 
of London, who is now in America, recently 
addressed a civic art conference at Yale 
University on “ Time and Fashion in City 
Building.” 

“Beneath the visible surface of our city 
structures,” Professor Holford declared, 
“the forces that make for change in the 
actual physical fabric of our society are 
becoming rapidly more active. Planners, 
designers, realtors, and builders will soon 
be faced ‘by a formidable challenge. It is 
this: can anything be done to prevent a 
/ new or a redeveloped community from 
becoming socially and architecturally 
obsolete within a generation? ” 

The speaker said that “old age in 
dwellings ” was being fended off in England 
by Government regulation. “It is not per- 
mitted,” he said, “to demolish or alter the 
use of any residential building in a town, 
however decrepit, without prior replacement. 
Yet, all the time ‘improved’ standards of 
housing and planning are making more and 
more dwellings obsolete.” 

Professor Holford said the situation is 
much the same in the United States, 
although for different reasons. Between 1920 
and 1940 billions of dollars were spent on 
providing new homes, yet little was added 
to the capital value of U.S. housing. 
Depreciation of old houses in the period was 
as great as the total value of new houses 
built. ‘In America,” he continued, “ nearly 
all new building that conforms to minimum 


standards of space, construction or com- 
munity planning is liable to suffer from a 
constantly increasing rate~of deterioration— 
if it is not, in fact, already obsolete.” 


Survival Value of Civic Art 


Professor Holford dwelt at length on the 
“survival value” of civic art. To achieve 
survival value the designer, whether he be 
architect or owner or landscape gardener, 
must be able “ to speak across the gulf of 
the intervening generations, to kindred 
spirits in the contemporary world,” he said. 

“ The true artist’s power of communication 
is very great. He may express himself in 
ways only partially understood by his 
contemporaries, yet perfectly comprehended 
by those who follow. This is more rare in 
architecture than in painting, but it hap- 
pens.” 

However, survival value may be achieved, 
he stated, without conscious aesthetic effort. 
He cited the examples of English parish 
churches, waterfront buildings, American 
barns, and Cape Cod cottages. ‘‘ As simple 
and direct manifestations of their time,” he 
said, “ they still retain vitality. Even struc- 
tural standards are not important in cases 
like these. 

“Buildings with the spark of fashion in 
them may wink across the gloom of succeed- 
ing ages, even when the fashion itself is 
defunct and beyond hope of resurrection. 
But those that are neither a good sample of 
their prevailing mode, nor attempting to say 
anything fresh, have very little survival 
value.” 

Professor Holford emphasised the planned 
community as the best method of preserving 
the true social, economic and aesthetic 
values of a city. “ The essential ingredient.” 
he said, “of successful city planning is 
vitality. This comes from the fusion of two 
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qualities—the expression of an idea in the 
social field, and the expression of creative 
design in the physical field. The positive 
idea survives the ravages of time; and design 
with skill and conviction in it can never 
go permanently out of fashion.” 


DURHAM “CLOSED SHOP ” 
Ministers Asked to Intervene 


EPRESENTATIVES of doctors, dentists, 
teachers, engineers, midwives, and 
nurses met in London on April 30 to discuss 
Durham County Council’s closed shop 
policy. The following statement was issued 
by the Joint Emergency Committee of the 
Professions after the meeting: — 

“The committee decided to enforce 
certain sanctions against Durham County 
Council after the failure of the council to 
provide satisfactory undertakings asked for 
by the committee that professional 
employees of the council should not be sub- 
jected to the policy of compulsory member- 
ship of a trade union or professional 
organisation, in whatever manner, direct or 
indirect, it might be applied. 

“The committee decided that as a pre- 
liminary measure the professional journals 
of its constituent organisations should be 
asked forthwith to refuse to publish 
advertisements of any appointment under 
the Durham County Council. 

“The Ministers concerned—the Ministers 
of Education, Health, Housing and Local 
Government, and Transport—are being 
approached with a request that they should 
take immediate action in this protracted dis- 
pute, which has already lasted more than a 
year.” 

The joint committee includes representa- 
tives of ‘the British Medical Association, the 
British Dental Association, the Engineers 
Guild, the National Union of Teachers, the 
Royal College of Midwives, and the Royal 
College of Nursing. : 

Previously a letter had been received by 
the joint committee from Durham County 
Council stating that the report of the coun- 
cil’s emergency committee, which outlined 
arrangements which would be “ likely to be 
acceptable to all the professional organisa- 
tions,” was considered by the county council 
at its meeting on April 23, and has been 
“referred back to the committee for further 
consideration.” 


CARAVAN CAMP DECISION 
Minister Upholds Planning Authority’s 
Policy 
THE DECISION of Lindsey County Coun- 
cil not to allow land south of Anderby 
Creek, Lincolnshire, to be developed as a 
caravan camp has been upheld by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 

following a public inquiry. 

In giving his decision the Minister states 
that the preservation .of coastal amenities 
and the adequate provision and location of 
camping sites were of special importance, 
and he saw no reason to question the policy 
of the local planning authority in relation to 
camping. 

In the absence of any proved extensive 
demand for further camping sites at 
Anderby, he considered that the council’s 
policy made adequate provision for exten- 
sion in an area easily accessible to the exist- 
ing holiday centre. Any considerable 
extension of camping to the south would com- 
promise an unspoiled area of coastline and 
probably involve heavy and premature 
expenditure on roads and sewerage. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Duty on White Spirit 


DURING the first day in committee on 

the Finance Bill on April 30, Mr. 
ROBENS moved an amendment to Clause 1, 
which imposes the increased duty on petrol, 
etc., to remove white spirit from the scope 
of the increase. He said that the industrial 
use of this spirit was widespread in paint, 
etc., as well as gelatine and glue making, 
linoleum and wallpaper. While it might 
well be that the increase was small in rela- 
tion to the total cost of the product, it must 
be remembered that all these small increases 
added up and probably made such a total 
that the manufacturer lost his market 
abroad. 

CaPTAIN HEWITSON (Labour) appealed on 
behalf of both the trade unions and the 
employers’ side of the paint industry for 
some relief. This industry, he said, manu- 
factured roughly 35 m. gallons of paint a 
year, and he asked for some genuine 
measure of good will from the Treasury. 
To-day they had the unhappy position that 
while the Purchase Tax on luxury articles 
was 100 per cent., the. tax on light hydro- 
carbon oils used in paint manufacture was 
175 per cent. on the wholesale price. That 
was ridiculous and wrong. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER, the Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs, resisted the amend- 
ment on account of the administrative 
difficulties involved. He thought there 
would be a good deal of abuse. 

Mr. FERNYHOUGH (Labour) said that the 
increased duty would mean that eventually 
the cost of houses would increase. 

The amendment was negatived by 254 
votes to 239—Government majority 15. 


The £100 Limit 


On April 29 SiR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Minister of Works if he would 
take steps to exempt the cost of the time 
spent by a person building his own house 
from the £100 limit. 

Mr. Ecctes. said it was already the 
practice, for the purposes of building control 
regulations, to. exclude from the cost of 
work the value of the personal labour of 
the building owner himself. 


Timber Houses 


On April 29 Mr. NABARRO asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland how many 
standards of timber per house would be 
censumed in the manufacture of each of 
the standard houses to be produced by the 
Weir Housing Corporation of Coatbridge; 
and what was the cost per house, with and 
without erection costs. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH Said that approxi- 
mately three standards a house would be 
needed. The basic price for the completed 
house was £1,472. It would be undesirable 
and contrary to normal practice to disclose 
details of a competitive price. 


Houses for Ex-Servicemen 


On April 29 Mr. BurDEN asked the 
Minister of Housing ahd Local Government 
if he would draw the attention of local 
authorities, by circular, to the desirability 
of giving high priority on the housing lists 
to married men -discharged from Her 
Majesty’s forces because of ill-health. 

Mr. MARPLES said that the circular which 
the Minister sent to local authorities on 
January 31- should, he thought, ensure that 
adequate consideration was given to such 
cases. 3 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES 
FAIR — 
Emphasis on Export Business 


At the engineering and hardwate section 
of the British Industries Fair, which 
opened at Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, on 
May 5, exhibitors are making a determined 
effort to attract foreign buyers and so help 
in the export drive. At the Press preview 
last Friday, despite the considerable amount 
of tidying up still required and the presence 
of hessian screens in front of many of the 
stands, it was apparent that many firms this 
year have taken special steps to add to the 
attractiveness of their displays. 


At Castle Bromwich the various products 
have been conveniently placed in four groups, 
“ Building and Heating ” occupying Group B. 
Not all the products of interest to archi- 
tects and builders will, however, be found 
in this group, as many firms whose main dis- 
plays are in other sections are showing build- 
ing and constructional materials as an 
ancillary to their main exhibits. 

The continuing shortage of solid fuels has 
clearly acted as a stimulus to firms engaged 
in the heating industry, and there is on view 
a very wide selection of fuel-saving domestic 
appliances, many of which combine together 
two or more of the functions of space-, water- 
heating and cooking. There is also an 
impressive display of other types of house- 
hold equipment. 

The outdoor section holds much of interest 
for the large contractor. A notable collec- 
tion .of heavy earth-moving and other 
machinery has been assembled, and great 
earth-moving tractors of a type that until 
recently were not produced on any scale out- 
side America are likely to attract the foreign 
buyer who is short of dollars. There is also 
a wide range of mechanical handling equip- 
ment, much of it designed for the building 
industry. Several firms are showing various 
systems of formwork suitable for the con- 
struction of non-traditional houses. 

John Blackwood Hodge and Co., Ltd., 
are showing for the first time the new British- 
made Euclid heavy-duty scraper. Its special 
features include a struck capacity of 12 cu. 
yds., and a heaped capacity of 16 cu. yds. 
The five-speed gearbox gives a top loaded 
speed of 29 m.p.h., power being supplied by 
a 154 b.h.p. diesel engine. The four-wheeled 
tractor is basically of the same design as 
that which powers the Euclid bottom-dump 
wagon. (Stands 1305 and 1204, Outdoor.) 

There are 1,252 exhibitors, occupying 
nearly 500,000 sq. ft. of floor space, and three 
acres in the open air. 

Welcoming the Press, Mr. S. F. BURMAN, 
chairman of the Fair management com- 
mittee, said that those industries which were 
traditionally well represented at Castle 
Bromwich were well up to the high average 
strength of post-war years, the number of 
exhibitors being, in fact, slightly above the 
1951 figure. So far as the Fair itself was 
concerned, those responsible for its organisa- 
tion had acted on the principle that it was 
their function to provide the facilities and 
amenities whereby the exhibitors concerned 
could show their goods to the best advan- 
tage, and to arrange for group publicity at 
home and overseas so as to ensure that the 
type and range of, goods exhibited, which 
might be of interest to buyers, were brought 
to. the fore. 

“ Looking closely at the possibilities of 
the 1952 B.LF., it is, as always, impossible 
to predict what buyers will do,” said Mr. 
Burman. “It is possible to say that we 
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know. they are coming in sizeable numbers 
from more than 110 territories; it is pos- 
sible to say that their main interests this 
year appear to include those interests tradi- 
tionally well represented at Castle Brom- 
wich. An increased interest has this year 
perhaps been shown in plastics and plant 
on view in this building. 

“Our information at this stage is that 
we can expect good rane, of buyers 
from South America, Africa,’ the Common- 
wealth, Western Europe and Scandinavia, 
and from such places as far afield as 
Afghanistan, the Fiji Islands and Ethiopia. 
Japan, too, is sending buyers this year, and 
organised parties are also coming from 
Hong Kong, from the U.S.A. and from 
Johannesburg.” 

Mr. Burman said it was perhaps not 
generally appreciated that even in these 
times outstanding advances in pure and 
applied science came from this country in 
far greater proportions to the size of its 
population than from the rest of the world. 
We had the brains, we had the technique, 
we had the men, we had the facilities. It 
was up to us to keep in the van of progress, 
maintain the quality for “which we had 
always been renowned, and, by increasing 
productivity and reducing costs, to create 
an ever-increasing flow of goods to all parts 
of the world. He hoped that this Fair 
would show that we were doing so. 


The three sections of the B.LF., at Castle 
Bromwich and at Earl’s Court and Olympia, 
London, are open to buyers daily from 
9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on the last day, 
May 16, when closing time will be at 4 p.m. 

A detailed description of many of the 
exhibits at this year’s B.I.F. was given in 
our last issue. 


PAINTING AND DECORATING 
“ Work for the Craftsman ” 


“EVERY YEAR there are some 50,000 
million working hours in which the working 
population must do the work that will enable 
Britain to pay her way. A fractional increase 
in the effectiveness with which Britain’s man- 
hours are spent could obviously have the 
most significant consequences for the nation,” 
said Mr. H. W. G. Bwwcoop,- president of 
the National Paint Federation and joint 
managing director of I.C.I. Paints Division, 
addressing the Association of Painting Craft 
Teachers at Harrogate on May 3. 

True craftsmanship was a vital element in 
personal productivity, whether in traditional 
or novel fields. The mark of the craftsman 
was that he knew what he was doing. He 
saved time because he knew the best way, 
and time was Britain’s most valuable raw 
material. The craftsman inevitably _ pro- 
duced money’s worth as well as quality. 

“Nowhere is this more apparent,” Mr. 
Bidgood continued, “than in painting and 
decorating; and every householder who has 
compared his own untutored efforts with 


those of the craftsman-painter realises that_ 


a decorating profession with cost-conscious 
workers need have no real anxiety about 
its future.” 

In the painting of buildings, he saw no 
possibility of the craftsman disappearing. 
The young painter and decorator must know 
by teaching and experience his materials, 
their properties and how to use them. The 
skill which the colleges and master- 
decorators were teaching could be employed 
anywhere on the face of the globe, whether 
at home or in countries overseas which stil] 
had to be fully developed. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 
Chairman on Important Needs 


IN open meeting of the newly formed 


Building Surveyors’ Institute was held 


at the Chamber of Commerce buildings, 
Birmingham, on May 3, when about 40 build- 
ing surveyors attended. The chairman, Mr. 
W. ALEXANDER, in his address, emphasised 
two important needs—(1) A planned system 
of recruitment and training for the building 
surveyor and (2) Recognition and professional 
status. 

Mk. F, W. RICHES, deputy chairman, spoke 
on the building surveyor employed by the 
local authority, and provoked a lively discus- 
sion on the method of bonus schemes in 
respect of the building operatives. 

Mr. G: A. WAIN, secretary, spoke on the 
building surveyor as employed by the con- 
tractor and explained his reasons for seeking 
professional recognition which ultimately led 
to the initiation of the Institute through a 
letter to the technical Press. 

During the discussion which followed it 
was decided that a clear definition of a 
building surveyor as employed by the local 
authority was desirable as distinct from the 
building inspector or similar occupations. 

Mr. GREATRIX (Birmingham) suggested 
that the Institute should have a rigid code 
of practice to obtain the high standing of 
integrity required from the building surveyor. 

Replying to a question, the chairman stated 
that founder-membership would be available 
for a period after the general meeting, for 
the Institute wished to allow time for build- 
ing surveyors to apply who, although they 
had the nécessary qualifications and experi- 
ence, would not want to sit for examinations. 

The meeting was informed that the first 
general meeting of the Institute would be 
‘held on September 27 next at Willesden 
Technical College, London. 


Initial Progress 


The inaugural meeting of the Institute was 
held in Sheffield on March 1 last and an 
executive council was formed. Since then the 
council have held three meetings and have 
formed sub-committees to discuss the educa- 
tion and qualifications required of applicants 
once the founder-membership has ceased. 
The founder-member has not been desig- 
nated to a definite grade of membership, but 
before the general meeting all such members 
will be designated to a grade to suit his 
qualifications. For building surveyors who 
cannot fulfil the qualifications required for 
founder- membership a “ non-graded ” 
membership is available. It is suggested that 
such members will eventually become licen- 
ciates or graduates. 

A further sub-committee is now working 
on the future organisation of the Institute 
and its suggestions will be adopted in time 
for the general meeting. The articles and 
memorandum of association have already 
been provisionally formulated. 
to hold open meetings whenever possible in 
different parts of the country and all sur- 
veyors interested will be able to attend. 

The temporary address of the Institute is 
that of the secretary, Mr. Geo. A. Wain, 18, 
Moffatt-road, Sheffield 2. 


B.R.S. Digest 

The Building Research Station has just 
published its Digest No. 41, entitled “ The 
Treatment of Damp Walls.” It can be 
obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, price 
3d. 
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AWARDS FOR 
APPRENTICES 


The National Scheme 


[HE council of the: National Federation of 

Building Trades Employers in May 
last’ year appreved in principle a scheme for 
the award of prizes to apprentices and other 
students in building. The basis of the scheme 
is that prizes should be offered to appren- 
tices and students at all stages in their train- 
ing to encourage them to pursue craft and 
technical studies both within the requirements 
of their indentures and beyond. 

The Federation has recommended to 

regional and local organisations that they 
should continue to be responsible for making 
awards on the result of the craft examina- 
tions. The National Federation has itself 
assumed responsibility for awarding prizes 
on the results of the examinations for the 
National Certificates. The first national 
awards under this scheme, for 1951, have 
recently been made and the Federation has 
now issued the following particulars of the 
national awards offered for 1952:— 
A. To craft apprentices and young craftsmen :—{1) A 
first prize of £25 and a second prize of £20 to the two best 
apprentices in each region who obtain the Ordinary 
National Certificate in Building in 1952. -To be eligible 
for these prizes apprentices must—(a) be indentured 
under the National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme; and 
(b) be employed by a federated firm. 

(2) A silver medal (together with a certificate and cash 
award of £50) and a bronze medal (together with a 
certificate and cash award of £40) to the two best appren- 
tices or young craftsmen in the country who obtain the 
Higher National Certificate in Building in 1952. 

To be eligible for these prizes:—(a) apprentices must— 

(i) be indentured under the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Scheme; and (ii) be employed by a federated firm; 
(b) young craftsmen must—{i) have served a craft 
apprenticeship under the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Scheme; (ii) be in the employment of a federated firm, 
and (iii) have obtained the Higher National Certificate 
within a reasonable time after completing their period of 
National Service. 
B. To students in building other than craft apprentices:— 
(1) A first prize of £25 and a second of £20 to the two best 
students in each region who obtain the Ordinary National 
Certificate in Building in 1952. To be eligible for these 
prizes students must—(a) be employed by a federated 
firm; and (6) be serving under approved articles of agree- 
ment. 

(2) A silver medal (together with a certificate and cash 
prize of £50) and a bronze medal (together with a certi- 
ficate and a cash prize of £40) to the two best students in 
the country who obtain the Higher National Certificate 
in Building in 1952: To be eligible for these prizes 
students: must—(a) be employed by a federated firm; 
and (6) be serving under approved articles of agreement. 


London Regional Plans 


PRINCIPALS of technical colleges in the Lon- 
don area, heads of sthool building depart- 
ments, master builders and parents were 
among those who filled the conference hall 
at County Hall, Westminster, on April. 30, 
when nearly 90 building apprentices received 
prizes awarded by the London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee for the Building 
Industry. 


Mr. P. MacNamara, chairman of the Com- 


mittee, presided and Sir George Gater, chair- 
man, Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, distributed the awards. Members 
of the Apprenticeship Committee were pre- 
sent as also were representatives of. the 
employers and operatives. 

Sir GeorGe GATER referred to the diffi- 
culty which was being experienced in the 
recruitment of sufficient numbers of new 
apprentices. He also spoke of the responsi- 


bility of parents to encourage their sons to 
learn one of the building crafts and to impress 
upon them -the importance of completing 
their training once they had started. 

Sir George expressed his belief in the virtue 
of hard work and recommended it to the 
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apprentices present. Many people at the 
present time, he said, were not working to 
their full capacity. If they would give that 
extra amount of which they were capable, 
he believed it would help the country con- 
siderably to overcome its economic and 
financial troubles. 

A vote of thanks to Sir Gatti was pro- 
posed by Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, presi- 
dent, L.M.B.A. 


Eastern Federation’s Policy 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has decided to continue its policy 
of making annual awards to apprentices of 
ability in the Eastern Counties to encourage 
them in their training and enable them to 
proceed further with their studies. This 
year up to five awards of £25 each will 
be made. a 


PAINTING WOODWORK 
M.O.W. Advisory Leaflet 


THE MINISTRY OF WorKS Advisory Leaf- 
let No. 25, giving hints to craftsmen on 
“Painting Woodwork,” has been published 
by H.M. Stationery Office, price 3d. It ex- 
plains the defects often found in painted 
woodwork and describes the precautions to 
be taken to avoid them. 

The main cause of premature defects is 
moisture, either in the wood or entering 
later with faulty workmanship. Notes are 
given on the proper preparation of the wood 
surface, including the treatment of knots. 
Emphasis is laid on the necessity for 
thorough priming of alt surfaces of new wood 
in order to get a sound job. Care is needed 
to get good penetration of the priming into 
the wood. Before applying any further coats 
of paint it is important to make sure that 
the priming coat is adequate and intact. 

Advice is given on choosing the right 
priming paint for exterior and interior work 
on various kinds of wood. There. follow 
hints on undercoating (two undercoats are 
recommended) and finishing; and a section 
is devoted to the preparation of old paint- 
work for repainting. 
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HOUSING TENDERS 
Builders Asked to Reduce Prices 


Drorrwicu builders-are each to receive 
a letter from the Droitwich Town Council 
warning them that unless costs can be cut 
the council’s housing programme may have 
to stop. And the borough surveyor, Mr. 
G. L. Robinson, has been instructed to find 
out how local builders’ quotations compare 
with those of other towns. 

Councillors asserted, at a special council 
meeting recently, that houses, whether coun- 
cil or private, cost more to build at Droit- 
wich than in other neighbouring towns. 
The meeting was called to consider how to 
cut the cost of building in the town, where 
two applicants recently refused new. houses 
because they could not afford the rent. 

The warning that council building might 
have to stop unless costs could be cut was 
given by the mayor, Councillor W. G. 
Taylor, who said the houses had already 
been cut to the bone, stripped of all 
luxuries, but they still cost so much that an 
economic rent was impossible. 

Councillor J. L. Hatchett said that part of 
the high cost was the council’s fault, for 
they chose sites that were not level. 
Levelling them might. cost as much as £50 
per house before foundations could be laid. 

The council agreed to write to the builders 
urging them to cut their quotations in future 
council house tenders. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW 
TOWNS 
Sir Thomas Bennett to Address L.M.B.A. 


BuiLpers in the London area, where the 
land available for the building of new houses 
is obviously limited, have a special interest 
in the development of the New Towns, many 
of which are now well under way. In order 
to provide its members with an up-to-date 
picture of the New Towns and of the ideas 
underlying them, the L.M.B.A. has invited 
Sir T. P. Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., Chair- 
man of the Crawley and Stevenage New 
Town Development Corporations, to give a 
lecture to its members on the subject. The 
lecture is to take place on Monday, June 30, 
at 6 o’clock, in the Henry Jarvis Hall at the 
R.1.B.A. 

Sir Thomas Bennett will be accompanied 
by the Chief Executive Officer at Crawley, 
Mr. CC.” AUG Teme, ORE Te 
F.R.LC.S., and both will be prepared to 
answer members’ questions on New Town 
development. 


Cricket: R.LB.A. v. L.M.B.A. 

THe R.I.B.A. Cricket Club is to meet a 
team from the L.M.B,A. on Wednesday, 
May 21, on the Pearl Assurance Cricket 
Ground at New Malden. Mr. G. P. Parker 
is to captain the L.M.B.A. team. 


British Standards 

The British Standards Institution has recently 
issued the following British Standards: 
B.S. 1270, “ Schedule for Electric Discharge 
Lamps for General Purposes,” price 2s.; 
B.S. 1845, “* Filler Alloys for Brazing (Silver 
Solders and Brazing Solders),” price 2s.; 
B.S. 1839, “London Pattern Pulley Blocks 
for Fibre Rope,” price 2s.; and B.S. 1853, 
“Tubular. Fluorescent .Lamps (Class 
MCF/U),” price 2s. 6d. Copies of each of 
these Standards are obtainable from the 
Sales Dept., B.S.I., 24, Victoria-street, $.W.1. 


G 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
National Industrial Safety Conference 


The National Industrial Safety Confer- 
ence, organised by the Industrial Safety 
Division of the Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Accidents, will be held at Scar- 
borough from May 16 to 18. 


A.S.L.LB, Annual Report 


The Council of the Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux (ASLIB) 
presented its report for the year ended 
December 31, 1951, at the annual general 
meeting on April 23 last. Sections in the 
report cover all the various aspects of the 
work carried out by the Association during 
the year. 


Building in Kent 


Particulars compiled by the Building Com- 
mittee of Kent County Council show that 
on April 15 the council were in the process 
of dealing with 143 different building pro- 
jects estimated to cost in all £5,803,380. 
Preliminary plans were in hand for a further 
67 projects, 12 of which had been entrusted 
to private architects. Mr. Sidney H. Loweth, 
F.R.I.B.A., is the county architect. 


German Handicrafts Exhibition 


The fourth German Handicrafts exhibi- 
tion will take place in Munich from 
July 4-20. About 20 main manufacturing 
groups will be represented with over 600 
different types of products. The main pur- 
pose of the exhibition will be to display the 
quality and new trends of German handi- 
crafts. In addition there will be featured a 
“combination living-room” which German 
architects have designed for new houses, and 
a section dealing with new styles in vases, 
etc., in building ceramics and plastic figures 
in glazed and unglazed tones. The exhibi- 
tion is expected to attract many visitors, 
artists, manufacturers, and buyers. 


Battersea Beer Gardens 


The “Cremorne,” “Vauxhail” and 
“Ranelagh” beer gardens which were a 
popular feature of the Festival Gardens in 
Battersea. Park last year, will again form 
part of the. attractions when the gardens 
reopen on May. 24. The Emett Railway, 
which last year ran between the “ Vauxhall” 
beer garden and the rest of the pleasure 
gardens, will be realigned to run on the south 
side, between the beer garden and the bound- 
ary fence. This has made possibie the re- 
moval of the overbridge for pedestrians 
which last year largely obscured the 
miniature Crystal Palace which forms the 
“Vauxhall” building. All three beer gar- 
dens are being redecorated but are not being 
altered structurally. ‘ 


High Ceilings for Policemen 


The question as to whether a policeman 
wanted higher ceilings in his house than the 
ordinary man came up for discussion at a 
recent meeting of the Warwickshire Stand- 
ing Joint Committee, when Coun. H. Nor- 
man Cartwright (Solihuil) commented ad- 
versely on. the Home Office recommendation 
that, for reasons of economy, the height of 
new police house ceilings should be reduced 
from 8 ft. to 7ft.6in. “‘ Many of our police- 
men are over average height and there is a 
dreadful feeling of oppression in a room with 
a low ceiling,” he. said. Coun. Cartwright 
added that the police houses now being 
exécted would last for many years and prob- 
ably in five years” time this economy meas- 
ure would no longer be necessary. To take 
the. short or the long view. seems to be. the 
question! 


Products Research Laboratory of the 
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The Duke of Edinburgh 


The Duke of Edinburgh visited the Forest 
Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research at 
Princes Risborough on April 30. The Duke, 
who was received by the director, Dr. F. Y. 
Henderson, and the assistant director, Mr. 
S. T. C. Stillwell, was told of experiments by 
British scientists to discover to what extent 
colonial hardwoods can be used to replace 
American woods. 


Clerks of Works Journal 


The quarterly journal of the London Asso- 
ciation of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works has just been published. It contains 
an article by Mr. A. T. Burrows entitled 
“The Genesis of a Large Building” and a, 
review of the annual report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories in so far as it con- 
cerned the building industry. The L.M.B.A. 
report of cases heard by Regional Concilia- 
tion Panels and Disputes Commissions from 
December 5, 1951, to January 31, 1952, is 
also published in this issue. 


Safety Precautions for Cranes 


A paper on safety precautions for cranes 
as used on public works contracts is to be 
given on May 12 to the Central Metropolitan 
Group of the London Industrial Co- 
ordinating Committee by Mr. L. S. Wink- 
worth, of Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd. 
The meeting will take place at 2.30 in the 
conference room of The Safety, Health and 
Welfare Museum, Horseferry-road, S.W.1. 
It would be appreciated if any visitor wishing 
to attend this meeting would notify the Hon. 
Secretary, Miss B. P. Park, c/o J. and R. 
Fleming, Ltd., 146, Clerkenwell-road, E.C.1. 
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Builders at Golf 


An interesting match between the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders’ Golfing Society 
and a Ministry of Works team took place 
on April 23. There was an exciting finish, 
the F.M.B. winning seven games to six, 
three matches being halved. _ 


Glass-Resin Plastics Convention 


The first glass-resin plastics convention 
to be held in Britain will take place at 
Ashborne Hill, Leamington, on May 13 
and 14. The purpose of the convention, 
which is being organised by Fibreglass, 
Ltd., is e@bjective discussion on the widest 
possible basis of the manufacture, applica- 
tion and future of these new structural 
materials. Sir Hugh Chance will preside. 
Mr. Clare Bacon, of the Owens - Corning 
Fibreglass Corporation in America, will read 
two papers. 


“Safety ” Colour Code 


During recent years industry has given in- 
creasing attention to colour coding of 
danger points in factories to indicate high 
voltage lines, toxic gases, and obstructions 
such as low doorways and steps and other 
varying degrees of hazard, and a‘'committee 
of the British Standards Institution, repre- 
sentative of a wide variety of experience, 
has been considering the possibility of pre- 
paring a “safety” colour code in order to 
secure unification of the present different 
practices. The Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Accidents, made an extensive 
inquiry on behalf of the committee, as a 
result of which, and of other investigations, 
it has now: been decided to abandon the 
attempt to prepare a code. 


Building Societies’ Annual Conference 


The annual conference of the Building 
Societies Association will be held at Brighton 
on ‘Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
(May 14, 15 and 16) next week under the 
chairmanship of Mr. W.. W. Wetherill, J.P. 
(Hastings and Thanet), whose address will 
be the chief feature on Wednesday morning 
after a civic welcome in the Dome. The 
guest speaker at Friday’s public session will 
be Mr. C. Douglas Calverley, president of 
the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council. The conference will be attended 
by official representatives of building society 
movements in Australia, South Africa, 
British Guiana, Malaya, Austria, Belgium, 
France and Germany, and of kindred bodies 
in America. 


Anglo-American -Foremanship 


Increasing defence demands upon industry 
both in the United States and the United 
Kingdom emphasise the importance of good 
supervision on the factory floor, in achiev- 
ing productive efficiency. Forty-five thousand 
American foremen and executives through 
their educational body, the’ National Asso- 
ciation of Foremen, are working with British 
foremen, members of the Institute of Indus- 
trial Supervisors, towards increasing the 
efficiency of supervision and promoting 
good foremanship on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The two organisations exchange 
information of common interest and discuss 
mutual problems. A further gesture of 
friendliness and co-operation was made on 
April 28 when Mr. Ralph S. Damon, presi- 
dent of Trans World Airlines, on behalf of 
the National Association of Foremen, pre- 
sented to Sir Percy H. Mills, K.B.E.,_ presi- 
dent of the Institute of Industrial Supervisors, 
a plaque containing the N.A.F. Code of 
Ethics. 
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Coventry “People’s Houses ” 

On April 28 the chairman of Coventry’s 
housing committee opened four “ People’s 
Houses” built in “ No-Fines ” construction 
by George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. These 
houses are the first of their particular design 
to be built, and are situated on the Tile 
Hill Estate, which comprises 1,050 dwellings. 


Tower of London: Sunday Opening 


The Ministry of Works announce that 
the Tower of London will be open to the 
public on Sunday afternoons until Septem- 
ber 28. Hours of opening: 2 to 6 p.m. 
{no admission after 5 p.m.). Admission 1s., 
children 6d. (Service personnel in uniform 
free). 


Cornish Coast Footpath 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved proposals for a 
long-distance footpath along the north 
coast of Cornwall. The proposals were 
submitted by the National Parks Commission 
in January this year. The path follows the 
coast from Cornwall-Devon boundary in the 
north down to Lands End, and round to 
Penlee, west of Penzance; mostly along the 
cliff edge. It will be 135 miles long, and 
45 miles of new path will be made by the 
local authorities. 


Furniture Design Competition 


The awards for.the furniture design com- 
petition organised by the Rural Industries 
Bureau, have now been made by the judges, 
Mr. Edward Barnsley, Mr. Gordon Russell 
and Mr. Dennis Young. Prize-winners in 
Class 1 were as follows: H. D. G. Birkett, 
Lapworth, Birmingham; R. V. K. Town- 
shend, Saxmundham, Suffolk; W. H. 
Doherty, Letchworth, Herts; K. L. Marshall 
and E. J. Rice, both of Coleford, Gloucester. 
Winners in Class 2 were: R. E. Race, 
Leatherhead, Surrey; T. B. Dunne and 
Jennifer A. Simpson, both of the Royal 
College of Art, South Kensington; D. V. 
Woodhead, Lydney, Gloucester. 


Liverpool Pipe-laying Scheme 

Liverpool Corporation Water Committee 
has just received a shock in the form of'a 
communication from the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government stating that he is 
unable to approve the acceptance of tenders 
for pipes or pipe-laying in connection with 
the construction of the fourth pipe line from 
Lake Vyrnwy reservoir in North Wales to 
Liverpool. The reason is the small alloca- 
tion of steel likely to be available to the 
Ministry under the allocation scheme, and 
the restriction$ on capital expenditure. The 
Town Clerk is making strong representations 
to the Minister with the object of inducing 
him to change his mind. 


C.0O.1. Film Hire Charge 


Following the Government’s decision that 
the Central Film Library should endeavour 
to operate on a self-supporting basis, a hire 
system will replace the old system of free 
loans as from the beginning of June. The 
film library of the South-West Region has 
now. been closed, but the Scottish Central 
Film Library, 16-17, | Woodside-terrace, 
Glasgow, C.3, and the Central Film Library 
of Wales, 8, Cathedral-road, Cardiff, will 
continue to operate the same hire system 
as the‘Central Film Library in Government 
Building, Bromyard-avenue, Acton, Lon- 
don, W.3. A new sound film catalogue will 
} on sale next month (price 2s. 6d., post 

ee). 
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Building Teachers’ Meeting 

The summer meeting of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference is to be held at 
Brighton on June 7. The day will begin 
with a tour of the workshops and labora- 
tories of the Brighton Technical College. 
After lunch a coach trip will be made to 
Glyndebourne. 


MAGNESIUM OXYCHLORIDE 
FLOORS 


Care Needed in Laying 


THE Jointless Flooring (Oxychloride) Asso- 
ciation state that it has come to their notice 
that ready-mixed materials used in the lay- 
ing of magnesium oxychloride floors are 
being offered for sale to builders on the 
open market. 

The Association points out that the laying 
of magnesite floors is a highly technical job, 
and that these materials should only be used 
by persons having special knowledge of their 
qualities and practical experience in this type 
of floor-laying. Members of the Associa- 
tion are by. its rules required to lay floors 
in accordance with the British Standard code 
of practice for the laying of magnesium 
oxychloride floors. Furthermore, it is neces- 
sary to adjust the mix to be used according 
to the nature of the floor to be laid and the 
load which it is required to carry, and this 
is not possible if ready-mixed materials are 
employed. 

The Association, which operates from 69, 
Cannon-street, E.C.4, therefore advises 
builders to be careful in. their use of these 
materials and to ensure that they are not 
used by unqualified persons. 
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-NEW TOWER CRANE 
Employment on London Building Site 


A TOWER crane of a type which it is 
believed has not been seen before in 
this country has been erected by the main 
contractors, Messrs. G. E. Wallis and Sons, 
Ltd., on a site adjoining London Bridge 
Station yard, where a new office building 
for the King Edward’s Hospital Fund is to 
be built. The new building, which will be 
six to seven storeys in height, and the 
framework of which will be built up of 
precast prestressed and ordinary precast 
concrete units, weighing up to 38 cwt. for 
individual members, is expected to provide 
a good testing ground for the Brun crane, 
as it is known, and it is hoped that the 
various components can be transferred 
straight from lorry by crane to the position 
where they will be required without any 
intermediate operation. 

The building has been designed by Mr. 
J. S. Lacey, A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, the 
engineering consultant being Mr. Felix J. 
Samuely, A.M.LC.E. It will form the first 
stage of an extensive scheme of develop- 
ment for the area. 

While the crane, which is mounted on 
rails, embodies no entirely new principle 
in tower cranes, the sturdiness of its con- 
struction, which it is thought should enable 
it to comply without modification to the 
new British Standard now in preparation 
for tower cranes, should go far to ensure it 
a long and useful life. Another advantage 
is the ease of erection, a matter which has 
obviously been given a great deal of thought 
by its designers. A special auxiliary jib 
is provided for this purpose, with the aid 
of which the heavier components of the 
crane can be lifted into position. The 
whole crane, which weighs about 13 tons, 
can be transported in two six-ton lorries, 
plus the sub-structure converted into its 
own trailer. 

The crane’s maximum capacity is two 
tons, at a radius of 19 ft. 6 in. Its highest 
jib position at this radius is approximately 
100 ft. below the pulley. At a radius of 
52 ft., at which the maximum height is 
58 ft. 6 in., 16 cwt. constitutes the maximum 
load. The speeds attainable in the various 
operations of travelling, slewing and hoist- 
ing may be judged from the fact that a 
complete cycle of lifting to maximum height 
from the ground, slewing 180 degrees and 
travelling 60 ft. along the rails, can be 
accomplished, and the crane returned ready 
for another load, within two minutes. 

The crane incorporates two important 
safety devices: an automatic overload 
mechanism, which cuts out the motors 
when the maximum load is exceeded, and 
an automatic mechanism for cutting out the 
motors in case of overrun. It is electrically 
operated and is made by Messrs. Brun and 
Co., Ltd., of Lucerne. 


THE LEAD MARKET 
No Reopening at Present 
Tue Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster has informed the chairman of the 
London Metal Exchange that, after con- 
sulting the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he 
has come to the conclusion that it is not 
desirable to reopen the lead market at 
present. It is, however, the wish and pur- 
pose of the Government to restore lead to 
the Exchange as soon as the balance of 
payments position permits. The matter will 
be reviewed again after the end of June. 








720 


TRADE NEWS 


Report for Employees 


The United Steel Companies, Ltd., 
Sheffield, have published the Review of Pro- 
gress 1951 which is issued as a report to 
employees. 


Change of Address 


May and Baker, Ltd., Dagenham, Essex, 
announce that the address of M. and B. 
Plastics, Ltd., is now 45-47, Wigmore-street, 
London, W.1, and the telephone number is 
Welbeck 0425. 


Firm’s New Works 
Goodenough Contractors’ Machinery, 
Ltd., 70-72, London-road, Twickenham, 


Middlesex, announce that a new works is 
now being built at West Byfleet, Surrey, for 
the manufacture of portable pumps and con- 
tractors’ equipment, It is ‘hoped to have 
these premises occupied by next October. 


British Firm Gets U.S. Contract 


The English Electric Company has been 
awarded a contract by the U.S. Department 
of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation to con- 
struct a fourth large transformer for the 
Folsom Power .Plant switchyard on the 
Central Valley Project in California. It 
will be the first non-American equipment to 
go into this big hydro-electric project. 


St. Andrew’s, Woking 


In connection with our illustrations last 
week of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Woking, we are informed that the 
“Panelec” system of heating described is 
designed to give a floor surface operating 
temperature of between 70 and 72 deg. F., 
and not the much higher temperature 
described in our article. The “ Panelec” 
system is that of Electric Panels, Ltd., 123, 
Blackborough-road, Reigate, Surrey. 


First Production Model Tractor 


On April 23 the first production model of 
the Vickers VR 180 tractor left the Hatfield 
works of the distributors, Jack Olding and 
Co., Ltd. It is being supplied to the order of 
Stewarts and Lloyds for duty in the iron-ore 
workings at Corby. At Hatfield, to “ launch ” 
the tractor, was Mr. Henry. Hopkinson, 
C.M.G., M.P., Secretary for Overseas Trade, 
who said that he thought it likely that it 
would prove to be a world-beating heavy 
crawler tractor, unique in its type, selling 
at a highly-competitive price on the world 
market and destined to show that we in 
Britain could still, despite our difficulties, 
produce the best that money could buy. The 
tractor, which has been designed and built 
by Vickers. Armstrong, is powered with a 
Rolls-Royce supercharged oil engine. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration ae 


paneer, Stesenefons (Birmingham), 
(506850.) Regd. Apr. 10, 41, Edenhall-rd., "auinton, 
Birmingham. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir F. 


Trembath 

William T. Hicks, Ltd. (506898.) Regd. Apr. 10: 
Sibford- td., Hook Norton, ss a bidr. and contrac- 
tor. Nom. cap,: agg W. T. B. Hicks. 
H. H. Hudson & Son * (nose) Regd. Apr. 
15, 18, Underdown- . Herne Be , bldrs., etc. Nom. 


- £200. Dir.: H. V. Crouch, 63, St. Stephens 

, Canterbury. 
mm Maude & Co., Ltd. — (507001.) age. 16, 410, 
om, Ccap.: 


Bradley-rd., Huddersfield, bldrs., etc. 
£5,000. Dir.: C. Brooke. 


THE BUILDER 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Economies in Steel 
AS the shortage of steel is likely to con- 
tinue for some time, the Secretary of 
State has asked local authorities, in D.HLS. 
Circular 34/1952, to exercise the strictest 
economy in its use for the construction of 
houses. He states that there seems little 
doubt that substantial savings could be effec- 
ted by modifications of design and con- 
struction. Normally a four-apartment cot- 
tage should not require more than 1} cwt. 
of steel. 

In the circular the Secretary of State asks 
local authorities to give effect in particular 
to the following economies if they have not 
already done so:— 

(a) Reinforcement. Ground floors should 
not be constructed in suspended reinforced 
concrete; either solid concrete without 
reinforcement or, on steeply sloping sites, 
softwood (D.H.S, Circular 15/1952) should 
be used. In the same way, timber floors 
instead of reinforced concrete upper floors 
should normally be provided. Reinforced 
concrete should not be used for roads unless 
there are special circumstances—for example, 
in a mining area. Where reinforced con- 
crete rafts have to be provided for founda- 
tions, the design should take into account 
the relevant section of the Handbook of 
Mining Subsidence (National Building Studies 
Special Report No. 12*) which gives 
examples of the tonnage normally required 
and indicates that on average the amount 
of steel needed is about 54 cwt. per house. 
(b) Sills and Lintels. The minimum of 
reinforcing steel should be used for lintels 





* Published by H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 9d. 
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and none for window sills. The use of stone 
should be considered as an alternative to 
concrete. (c) Outside steps and _ platts. 
Reinforcing steel for steps and platts should 
be reduced to the minimum. Its use can 
be eliminated if load-bearing walls are pro- 
vided to reduce spans. (d) Clothes poles. 
Tubular steel clothes poles should not be 
used. (e) Spine beams. The use of steel 
spine beams should be avoided and timber 
or prestressed concrete beams substituted. 
Local authorities should ensure that stee} 
beams are not used at oriel windows either 
in their own homes or in licensed private 
enterprise houses. (f) Gas-piping. Steel 
should not be used for internal gas-piping. 
(g) Balusters, handrails and gates. Substi- 
tutes for steel should be used wherever pos- 
sible. In the place of balusters and hand- 
rails, guard walls might be provided. Steel 
should not be used for gates or railings. (h) 
Canopies. Reinforced concrete should not 
be used for canopies. Consideration should 
be given to the use of wood with a suitable 
form of roof covering. Steel supports should 
not be provided for canopies. 

Reinforcement will be necessary in flatted 


-houses of three storeys and over but every 


effort should be made to reduce the amount 
of steel. Designers should not provide for 
steel frames or for flat roofs requiring 
reinforcement or steel beams. Before apply- 
ing for an I.S, Authorisation, local authori- 
ties should confirm that there is a definite 
prospect of delivery in the period for which 
steel is said to be required. The Secretary 
of State intends that these economies should 
also be given effect in non-traditional houses 
and proposes to approach the non-traditional 
contractors direct on this matter. 


Timber Houses Production Rate 


THe Weir Housing Corporation, Ltd., 
Coatbridge, who, as announced in the House 
of Commons, have been given a contract 
to build 3,000 timber houses in Scotland 
(The Builder, May 2), will produce the 
houses at a rate of 40 a week by operating 
night shifts and engaging 200 additional 
workers. The house interiors are at present 
being manufactured at the rate of 90 a week. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Corporation propose a housing development 
scheme, est. to cost £33,250, for which the architect 
4 Thomas | fos age . ), Municipal-chbrs., High- 
st., The Sa ndgete,, 

East Kilbri plans to be prepared for new fac- 
tory, new piggery and new slaughterhouse. The 
apchiteste are Rennie and Kirkwood (F.:), 59, Bath- 

, Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Glasgow.—The Aberdeen Grit Co., Ltd., are to 
th @ new factory.in the new industria] zone at 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., for alterations and additions at 


Blyths rb, Si West Regent-st. The architect is 
 pyeeellig D _—— (A.), 147, West Regent-st., 
asgow, 


Or gl pl in hand for aged persons’ flate 
which are to be erected at _Searaway-pl., Milton. 
The architens is Archibald J. Jury (F.), Corpora- 
tion Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 


Glasgow, E.C. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tioms at the Corporation Tramway Car Works at 
Coplawhill. Le 1? is Eric R. L. Fitspeum™ 

BSc. Tr se House, Bath-st., Glasgow, 

Sian tone in nd for alterations and addi- 
tions at the Collins-st. ‘he architect is 
James MacMilien Me iddlet » Minst.C-8., Municipal- 
chbrs., e-Sq., Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be pre ae ioe new buildin: 
to be erected at rowed uy , by cally = 
Services, Ltd., 300, -rd., London, from plans 
by their own’ archi tects. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and itions at The Trongate. The architects are 
George Boswell, Mitchell and Johnston (FF.), 256, 
West George-st:, Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow. —Plans in hand for new garage and 
storage building, etc., which are to be erected at 
Dumbarton- rd. , by y Alexander MacWhinnie, 27, Dum- 
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tions at Renfrew-st., Bak ers The architect is 

saa MacNab (F.), Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 
Greenock.—Plang in hg ee ba 3 reconstruction and 

additions at the old Baths at Campbell-st 

New Arts Guild Theatre at an est, cost of £6,300 

The architects are Crawford and Neil (A.), Cath- 

cart-st., The Square, Greenock. 

Gi —Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions to the bag manufacturers’ warehouse and 
Offices at Dellinabere. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F. & A.), 180, Hope-st., 


Glasgow, C.2. 

Lanarkshire. “Plans to be prepared for a new 
library to be erected at Cardonald, for which the 
architect is James MacMillan Riddet, M.Inst.C.E., 

Municipal-chbrs., George’sq., Glasgow, €.1. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open . — 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open ba not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of pereara hs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; 4 (t) denotes closing 
rg in applications "the ame a and irom at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars ma 
be obtained. ™ " ‘i 


wie tone 


“ao wpesix yh & at Goldsdown- 4 
F. Lee, & §., i. Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders - May 

yi. field UDO 12 flats at Scotland Green- af. 

Lee, E. & 8., uA — Park-gdns. Dep. £2 
| md by May 30 


*tipswich C.B.—94 houses, schantry estate. BS., 
19, Tower-st, Dep. £3 3 

*tWest Sussex C. &._ Erection of (1) fire officer’s 
house at Ps mpm Broadwater Green, Worthing, 
and (2) fire brigade house and garage at Upper 
Shoreham-rd., Shoreham-by-Sea. County A., County 
Hall, Chichester. 


MAY 17. 

*tBristol T.C.—Alterations and_ additions at 
Kingsdon Manor Special Sch. nr. Ilchester. City 
3s — House. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
une 


MAY 19. 

*tBucks C.C.—Two classroom huts at Casette- 
field C, Sch., High Wycombe. County A., County 
Offices, Aylesbury. Tenders by June 3 

*+ Bucks ©.C.—Extensions to Knotty , ae Special 

h., Beaconsfield. County ay County Offices, 
Aylesbury. Tenders by June 1 

Crook and Willington (our) o. D.C.—37 houses, 
Witton- le-Wear. W. G. Omand, C., Council Offices. 
“‘Glenholme,”’ Crook. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEaetbourne C.B.—38 houses at Langney Village 
estate, section 3. B.S., 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by June 16. 

*Heme} Hempstead B.C.—66 flats at Adeyfield 
estate. A. H. Turner, B.E. & S., Market-sq. 

Nidderdale, Yorks.—10 houses at sham, fs nage 
and six at Nether Poppleton. Nee am eo 
White, 6, High Petergate, Yorks. ie. & 

Wetherby R.D, i ouses on the foll Ak P cikee 
Bramham, 10; Clifford, four; Thorner, four. 
Needham, Thorp & White, architects, 6, High 
Petergate, Yorks. 


MAY 20. 

Aylesbury R.D.C.—Three bungalows and 14 houses 
at Heddeahem. R. C. waits, architect, 4, Temple- 
sq., Aylesbury. Dep. £2 

Caterham and Wartingharn U.D.C.—Two pairs of 
houses and two blocks of flats, ag ie 50, Harrow- 
rd., Warlingham. 

*+Enfield U.D.C.—i2 three- pil flats at ae 
hatch-la. E. & 8., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by c une 6. 

*tEnfi D.C.—12 houses at Gordon Hill. E. & 
4. y (2 “hit Upork: gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 

une 6. 

Lleyn R.D.C.—Erection of six treraget at Llanbe- 
es SE J. Egber} Griffiths, architect, 1, Bank-pl 

‘or 


AY 

*Crayford me We invited for in- 
clusion in adested i for proposed erection of 246 
aa > Town Hall. 

FE Bar sas of Farm House into 

3 flats at Houghall. County A., Court-la. 
*Epsom and Ewell B.C.—Civil Defence control 
centre, rear town hall. N. Auty, B.E. & S. Dep. 


2s. 

*tHants Police Authority.—Police house, Hurst- 
bourne Tarrant, near Andover and Ower, near 
Romsey. County Architect, The Castle, Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 


*Ploughle 


MAY 22, 
R.D.C.—Eight houses, Fritwell. F. E. 
Openshaw * 


A.), 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2 


MAY 23. 
*tHendon T.C.—40 flats at Cricklewood-la., Childs 
B.E. & §., Town Hall. 


Gill. Dep. £3 3s. 


for The* 


THE BUILDER 


*Hendon 8.C.—Dismantling sasthonas huts at 
Wembley and re-erecting at Bell-la. school. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSurbiton age. 12 bungalows and six flats. 
R. H. Wright, T.C 


Y 24. 

*Lichfield T.C.—Six “. with eight dwellings 
over, we nine houses at Weston-rd, housing estate. 
City & §&., Guildhall. £2 2s. 

me Regis T.C.—Six houses at Gales Barn. 
Lucas, Roberts and Brown, architects and sur- 
veyors, Barnfield Hill, Exeter. Dep. £3 3s. 

tMaidstone R.D.C.—14 houses at Ling’s Farm 
estate. Yalding. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

MAY 

*Bri 
Boys’ Sch. B.E. & 8., 26-50, aerig s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hucknall U.D.C.—40 houses at Ruffs Farm estate. 


es Lea Offices, Watnall-rd., Hucknall. Dep. 
1 ls. 
MAY 27. 
Beverley (Yorks) R.D.C.—Houses as follows :— 
Lockington, 6; Little Weighton, 8; Kilnwick, 4; 


North Ferriby, 42. G. Palfreyman, ES. & Ae 
Market-pl., , Sareet. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 
Southwei D.c.—Erection of 12 flats and 10 
houses, ead with ee a at Mickle- 
dale-la. housing site. estgate, Southwell. 


Dep. 
MAY 2. 
*Mansfield T.C.—86 houses in two contracts at 
Ladybrook estate. B.E. & S., Carr Bank. Dep. 


£2 2s, 
“Northflest U.D.C.—8 houses at Brookvale, °, Spring: 
head-rd. . & 8., Council Offices. Dep. 

MAY 30. 

*Maidenhead T. 2 garages and store, Curls-la. 
estate. B.E. & 8. 0. =. 

Salfor d T.0-Erection of (a) two police houses 
in tae Old-rd., and (b) four police houses in 
Doveleys-rd. City E., Town Hall, Salford, 3. Dep. 
£1 1s. each contract. 


MAY 31 
Kirkburton U.D.C.—15 dvellin s at Kirkheaton. 
p* J. D. Woodall engineer, Town Hall, Kirk- 


burton. Dep. £2 
Kirkburton U.D. G.-Fight houses at Kirkheaton. 


D. J. D. Lig ya engineer, Town Hall, Kirk- 
burton. Dep. £2 

UNE 
*Mon eryshire o.0-Three houses and two 


sets of farm buildings and repairs and adaptations 
to existing house and farm buildings, Garth estate, 


Guilsfield, Welshpool. H. Carr (F.), Cty. A., Welsh- 
pool. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 4, 
*Guildford R.D.C.—11 Deb > ¢ apm 
Ripley. J. W. Wilton, E. £3 


JUNE 
* Bedford T.C.—Extension to ‘West Chapel, Bedford 


Cemetery, to form crematorium. B.E. & S., Newn- 
ham House, Horne-la. Poaygh £3 3s. 
Ju 
*Hatfield ne D.C.—45 flats th 4 blocks at Long- 
mead. J. H. Parker (A.), 82, Gt. North-rd., Hat- 
field. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Stretford B.C.—92 flats and maisonettes, — 
ep. 


contracts, at Siretford- rd. B.S., Town Hall. 
£2 25 


JUNE 
“Southwick vee .c.—48 came, Windmill housing 


site. E. & 
NO DATE. 

*tCorby Development Corporation.—Erection of 
(1) 13 shops with maisonettes above, (2) six shops 
with six-shops above, and (3) one section of ground- 
floor shops with offices above a 
with flats. General Manager, The Stone House. 


DOHM . of 








Slashes 
DEADWEIGHT 


Increases 


INSULATION 


CONCRETE » PLASTER » LOOSEFILL 


167, VICTORIAST., 
ONDON, °S.W.1. 
DO HM 0.22 5-6 & 7913 


26. 
ton C.B.—2 classrooms. at Varndean. Sec.. 


nd two-storey shops - 





721 


*Shrewsbury T.C.—(a) 95 houses at Meadows 
estate, conurent No. VII; (b) 70 houses at eon 
estate, contract No. VIII. F. R. Dinnis, A.M.I.C 
B.S., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 


ns PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 17. 
*t+Essex C.C.—External painting of County Hall. 
County A. 
MAY 20. 
Middlesbrough C©.B.—B.E. (Materials.) 
painting of houses. 


MAY 23. 
*Croydon C.B.—External 
Croydon. Dep. 


Reaere Manager, 71, Park-la., 
1s. 


MAY 

*tAnglesey g.¢.—Extcrnal and internal paintin, 
of school buildings. County A., Shire Hall, 
Liangefni. 

*Shrewsbury B.C.—External painting of 328 
houses and greenhouses on various sites. F. R. 
Dinnis, BS. 

*Uxbridge U.D.C.—Installation of aometie heat- 
jes ex systems at 179 houses. E. & &., . High-st, 

p. £ 3 


M 28. 
*Deptford B.C.—Decoration works at council estab- 
lishments. B.E. & § 
uu INE 
ase B.C.—Externa! A of 294 houses. 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
bexeye ere ge 


+ Bath Corporation Wetmwerk, —Bristol, Bath and 
uate area water heme. City and Waterworks 
, Guildhall, Bath 
MAY 19. 
*isle of Wight C. een aeial of scheol play- 
grounds. County A., County Hall, Newport, I.W. 
Dep. £2 2s. an 


MA 
Billesdon R.D.C.—Sewers and sewage dis) 
works, Houghton-on-the-Hill. Pick, Everard, Keay 
and Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone- la., Leicester. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

Wisbech B.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., Chapnall- 
rd. housing site. E. & S., Exchange-sq., Wisbech, 
Cambs. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 26. 

*tAnglesey €.C.—Kesurfacing of school play- 
grounds. County si Shire Hall, Llangefni. 

Wellin D.C.—Roads - sewers. Croy- 
land Hall Farm em ng R. Kilby, E. & S., Council 
Offices, Swanspool, Woilinsberceeh. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—Road, footways and surface 


sewer at age a rd., Horsell. E. & 8., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 

“MAY 27. ; 
*Devizes R.D.C.—Main site works, including 


sewage disposal plant, for 20 houses at Worton. 
Edwards & Webster, architects, 10, St. Mary-st., 
Chippenham, and 1, St. John-st., Devizes. Dep. £1. 

*Rhondda U.D.C.—Road and sewer works for 60 
houses at rear of Penrhys-rd. _ C. Gingell (A.), 
— A., 13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 
£3 3 


MAY 31. 

Tamworth B.C.—Site preparation works at Gillway 
housing site. H. F. Bruce Smith, E. & 8., Municipal 
Offices, Tamworth, Staffs. Dep. ‘£2 2s. 

JUNE 3, 

Bedford B.C.—Road works. Charles H. Blake- 
way, E. & S., Newnham House, Horne-la., Bedford. 
Dep. £1 Is. a 


JU 
Cowbridge B. and R.D.C.—Joint sewerage scheme 
—Cowbridge and Vastiaes. Thomas and 
Morgan and Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd.. Ponty- 
pridd. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Archway.—Repairs, etc.—Repair and redecoration 
work, est. to cost £4, 000, is to be carried out at the 
Whittington Hospital. 

Beddington (Surrey).—F.ats.—Erection of 18 flats 
at Beddington Comer re are Pite, Son & 
ee AA.R.I . 6, Queen Anne’s Gate, 

1 


Croydon.—Appitions to Scnoot—.Plans for addi- 
tional accommodation to be erected at Lanfranc 
boys’ sch. have been prepared by C. T. Ayerst, 
A. PRL. B.A., borough schools architect, 38, High-st., 
Croydon. 
Croydon.—F.ats.—Housing Com. are plenning to 
erect a three-storey block of 16 one-bedroomed flats 
on land at the junction of aa stock-rd. and 


ans are being 

prepared by ‘the Borough feat ect. 
Enfield. — ScHoo. RECONSTRUCTION. — Middlesex 
County A:, 10, Great George-st., S.W.1, has pre- 


Quadrant-rd., Thornton Heath. 


pared plans for reconstruction and extensions at the 
County gram. s 
Hayes and Harlington. —Dwe.iines.—U.D.C. pro- 
pose to erect 9% dwellings on the Barnhi!] estate. 
Poplar.—F.ats.—B.C. pr one to erect 16 flats in 
Bazely-st. area (block “L”). 


Plans by Roro’ 











.—DWELLINGs.—A scheme for about 50 dwell- 
Le ig pens prepared by 


Matsonetres, Fiats, Etc.—Boro’ 
E. is preparing revised scheme for 12 shops, 10 
maisonettes, nine flats and about 36 garages in the 
Roman-rd. area. 

Poplar.—AprointMenT.—Rider, Hunt and Partners, 
no House, Queen Victoria-st., E.C.4, have been 
pointed quantity surveyors for proposed B.C 

Siieme for 12 flats at Bazely-st. (bloc. 
St. John’s Wood.—F.LatT St, a B.C. 
Bmp. to erect 120 flats at Wellington-rd. Plans 
me FO Son, FF. & AA.R.1B.A., 43, 


Jy. ry 
oom. ws a Pil Scnooi.—Sanction for the 
rebuilding of Cowslip-rd. school, burned down in 
December last, has lees “received by Essex County 
Education Authority. Work is to begin almost at 
once. 








BS 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans for 
offices, mets st., for Av 9 (A u-L), Ltd. 

Barnsley.—1.0. approved plan for partial rebuild- 

ing gad extensions at 133, Fone dns A td., for United 


bp ER, —Three rye classrooms at 
Osler-st. sec. mod. sch., for E.C. Architect, H. 8. 
Scott, 115, Colmore-ave., Birmingham 3. 
oe opel. —T-.C. is considering a scheme, est. to 
t £800,000, for the development of the old yg oe 
site in Church-st. Scheme embraces a stores, 
and flats on five upper floorg of a six‘storey build. 
ing, together with a car park in the basement for 


. & A. Brazier, Ltd., Bromsgrove, 
propose new housing estate at Stoke Heath; and 
rederick —. th, Aston, ong rebuilding 
of ot. dolls Bush’ Inn, Belbroughto: 
hope.—Licensing authorities have confirmed 
provision of a licence for proposed mew public- 
ouse to be known as “ Board Inn,” for Elizabeth 
Gordon Blake. Architects, J. G. Cowe & Son, 
Central-chbm., Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 
- n Summers, Ltd., Shotton, propose 
further large developments. 
Chester-le-Street—N.C.B. Architects’.Dept., Ash- 
fied Tower, Gosforth, Newcastlc-on-Tyne, have pre- 
ared plans for colliery canteen at the Lumley Sixth 





Clitheroe.—R.D.C. aqpoores mane for village hall 
for Pendleton Village Hall © 

Cove &. to erect 3 ‘Gueliings at Willen- 
hall Neig. ibourhood Unit on a basis of negotiated 


prices. 

Coventry.—A. C. Wickman & Co., Ltd., propose 
rebuilding factory at Banner-la. 

Gudworth (Yorks).—U.D.C, propose improvements 
to swimming baths. 

Dariaston.—U.D.C. approved plans for a further 
ae aenge on nen. stage of Bentley estate. 


Charles Buist, Lid., motor engi- 
Bh... Mary’s-pl., Vicon tle-on- 'yne, are 
erect an e and workshop in Coniseliffe- rd.— 


Whessoe, L engineers, propose using land north 
of Barton- st., “for industrial p urposes. 

Dartington. rporation fo convert Haughton 
Hall into a ‘hostel for aged people. Plans by the 
Boro‘ A., E. A. Tornbohm 

Dukinfield.—T.C. propos shops at Birchla. site. 
Architects, mn, Chapman & Partners, Jordan- 
gate, Macclesfield.” 

East Grinstead.—Herbert Lapworth Partners, 


consultant engineers, 25. Victoria-st., 8.W.1, have A. 


prepared plans for treatment works ‘and pumping 
stn. at Forest-row, for Weir Wood Water Brd. 
Eston.—Plans are nant. prepared by Garbutt, 
ibald & Archibald, Albert-rd., “Middles- 
Droagh for the erection a 72 houses on the Low- 
fields Farm estate, for 8. Buxton. 
Flixton.—R.C. grid propose erection of a 
new Church of St. Monicas. 
Gosforth orth--0 DL. Ms considerin 
ee a block of flats. ©. Wyld is the 6. 
—Durham Cty. E.C. ng ae nursery 
an in eh to plans by the . A., Court-la., 
Durham. 


Hepton.—R.D.C. pr e two blocks of flats a 
Laan gut g estate and houses at Pecket Well, Wade. 
and Charlestown, Blackshaw. 
ywood.—B.C. approved plans tad inet 
of "nae between B New-rd. ang 5 paw Old-rd., for 
H. B. ron, 11, Rock, M ad private 
hote} the “Beech House” at Manchester-rd., for 
WwW. Woodfine, 119, Cross-st.; Sale. 
inusetonal (Notts).—U.D.C. approved plans for 24 
pngdiows at Children’s Qorner site, Titchfield 


Huddersfield. Tee aif “Holly Bank,” 


(i) 
en, as a E.C. Architects, J. 
Berry & Sons, Budd ocaeratiel 


Hyde.—B.C. approved shad for :—Meat products 
setters off Nicholson-rd., for F. Brine & Sons.—Ex- 
tensions and alterations for 1.C.1. (Leathercloth) 


oe. ke 
ince.— geek loan of £55,900 for first 40 
houses ab Baie net Site. 

Jarrow (Co, Durham).—The M.H. & LG. has 
approved the T.C.’s scheme for the erection of 110 
dwellings ”, the eastern section of South Leam- 

a at £122,211—The T.C. has hored a site 

& J. Ranken, Ltd., builders, Stockton-rd., 
Bantcriand on which to erect a factory for British 
Ropes, Ltd., Sunderland.—T.C. has approved plans 
by R. Burke, Lambton House, Lambton-rd., New- 
eastle-o8- Tyne, for a new R.C. sch. at Alnwick-gr.; 


the erection of 
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LEAD DOWN £8 


The Ministry of Materials announces that from 
May 3, 1952, the price of imported good soft pig 
lead is decreased from £155 to £147 per ton delivered 
consumers’ works. 


The Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., an- 
nounce that following the decrease to £147 per ton 
in the Government controlled price of lead, as 
announced by the Ministry of Materials, the following 
new basic prices of their lead products became 
effective from 8 a.m. on May 3:— 

Basis price 
per ton 
£ 5. 
Genuine English dry white lead (Basis in 











1 x 8 cwt. cask) 178 0 
Genuine ground English white lead Basis 
in 1 x 5cwt. cask) 196 10 
Genuine refined English red lead (Basis 
in 1 x5 cwt.cask) .. 169 0 
Genuine English powered ‘litharge (Basis 
in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) 169 0 
Genuine refined English red lead ground i in 
oil (Basis in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) 192 0 
English sheet lead (Basis for 1 ton lots) ov ae. @ 
English lead pipe (Basis for 1 ton lots) Prats: ys See 
English lead shot (Basis for 1 ton lots) 4c ee 
modified a A ie “ee and shop at gates View, 
for P. architects, & 
Hill, 75, bine ~ South nields) ; and Petitions to 
Jarrow gram. for Durham ©.C. 


Kidderminster. r.—bodwin, Clist & Greenway, archi- 
tects, Bank-bidgs., have poseead ¢ Pans for addi- 
tions to carpet works for 

Lancaster.—Scotforth Goltteetiaens Church pro- 
pose new Gharch at Lentworth-dr., Hala estate. 

Leek.—R.D.C. has approved in principle erection 
of 100 miners’ houses. 

Leigh.—T.C. to sel! 14-acre site at eete-ou. to 
Lanes C.C. for erection of hostel for the aged. 

Lichfield.—R.D.C. propose 28 houses at ‘Whiiting. 
ton, 46 at Oakdene estate, Burntwood, and 1 
Cartersfield-la., Stonnall. 
Macclesfield. —R.D.C. propose 12 houses at Lane 
Ends, Sutton, 10 at Warren-dr., Gawsworth, and 
four at Welsh Row, Nether Alderley. Surveyor: H. 
Chadwick, 19, King Edward-st., Macclesfield. 

Manohester.—A. V. Booker, A., 28, Kennedy-st., 
has prepared plans for extensions to factory at 
Wythenshawe estate, or Bates Bros., Ltd. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved plans for prim. sch. 
and caretaker’s house at Peel Hall-rd.; also prim. 

sch. and caretakers’ houses at Sandila -rd., 
Brooklands, Wythenshawe. 

Manchester. Sigg serreres plans for :—82 houses 
and 34 cottage flats (scheme 157F and H), 100 
houses and 26 cottage flats (scheme 157K), 106 
houses and 20 cottage flats (scheme 157G and H). 
All at Brooklands Neighbourhood Unit.—L.C. to 
prepare plans and estimates ax first block of = 
shops at Brooklands Main Centre.—T.C. pro 
conversion of restaurant at Royal Exchange-b! i. 
Cross-st., as an airways terminus. Plans by City 
L. CO. Howitt. 

Meriden.—Licensing Justice: 
extensions to the “‘ Bulls Hea 


ae plans for 
> Hotel. 











There’s none Better / 






. < 
FOR EnBOSTRISL 
DOMESTIC USE 


Quick and Easy to use. 
Leeds X.L. Fire Cement is 
the BEST for all Fireplace 
Installations and Repairs. 
Ideal for fitting new con- 
tinuous-burning Fires. 
Obtainable from your 
Builders’ Merchant and 
available in a range 
of sizes to suit any 
requirement. 


F. A. WINTERBURN, LTD. 
HOLBORN ST., LEEDS, 6. Tel: 25692 
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Middlesbrough.—E. . Lynde & Partners, 41 
Rusvell-eq., London, Wor have been inted 
quantity surveyors by T.C. for pepoes epains and 
maintenance work at Town and. “nunicigal 
buildings. Architects, pee & Craze, 3, Bucking- 

Edwards & 


ham-gate, London, 

Newcastle.—A mended plans by 
Mamby, Eldon-p!., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a uni- 
versity staff club in College-rd., Newcastle, have 
been approved. | 

N Gillis, Saville-chbre., 
North-st., Nescantic on-Tyne, are architects for 12 
private houses to be built in Benton-rd. 

Newcastle.—H. Moat & Sons, Ltd., builders’ mer- 
chants, Woncastven’ Tyne, are to build two Abed 
in Morden-st., Newcastle. Architect, J. Walto 
Taylor, Gallowgate, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C.C. is being asked by the 
housing com. to approve in principle, the erection 
of 3,325 flats at Longbenton durin the next three 
years by Sir R. McAlpine & Son, Star-bldgs., New- 
castle. The first instalment. will be 1,000 multi- 
storeyed flats at a tender price of £2,583,450. The 
City A. is George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—R.D.C. propose 50 houses at 
Madeley Moss site and additional 50 at Wood-la 
Veeeeeeas 100 by Sar ai Hay. 

Northumberian y. A., County Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, SS repared plans for additions to 
schools at Howick, Norte Sunderland aug Alnwick. 

Northumberiand.—W. Dixon & Son, Colling- 
hee Newcastle, are architects for’ 10 houses a 

rou 

Northw ich.—U.D.C. propose nee and highways 
—S. at Leicester-st. and Tab! leyst 

yg rainy Social Club propose erec- 
tion of new seer | & <# at Central Station (£6,000). 

Nottin, d Reg. Hospital Brd. have 
included in 32/3 yy maternity unit and 
improvements phases two and three at (ity 





Hospital id and reconstruction of wand 
units (£92,000). 
0 m.—E.C. approved plans for extensions to 


Hollins sec. mod. sch., Lyndhurst-rd.—B.C. propose 
— AL aged at Limeside estate. 

‘B.C. approved plans for:—32 houses, 
Merton only ae A. Pellowe & Sons, Ltd.; 12 houses, 


Abbey Hillé-r., and four, Manley-rd., for Bentley 
Building Co , Ltd.— ing Bay and extensions to 
Vale Mill, Chamber-rd., for S. J. Holmes, 3 
Rugh .—-R.D.C. propose adaptation of Birding- 
pO, oste], for housing purposes. st. cos 
Salford.—Groves & Whitnalls, Ltd., propose re 


building war damaged bottling works. 

Scarborough.—T.C. approved erection of a Metho- 
dist Ohiapel CY Eastfield. 

Sheffeid.—E.C. have agreed to buy, for a. 
a site for a 13-storey college of ga et As 
commerce for between 3,000 and 4,000 studen 

Shrews .—TC, to negotiate contract for 80 
nit-teditional and 100 traditional houses at 
Meadow hema 

Smethwick.—E.C. received M.O.E. approval for 
rg ot C.I. sch. near The Oval in 1952/3 pro- 


a Standish. —U.DC. propose 16 houses, Baxter-st. 
site, and four additionay flats, Langton- ave., Avon- 
dale estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—G. P. Staineby, 57, Hight 
Stockton, id Sas architect for spiritualist chureh at 
Darlington-} 

Stokesley (works) —R. D.C. 8. has prepared plans 
for the erection of 72 houses spread over six villages. 
Contracts will be Jet within a few weeks. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved plans for :—Works exten- 
sion, Elevator-rd., for Frank Rosser, Ltd.—Works 
extension, Elsinore-rd., for Herbert an & Son. 
Cable plant building, Trafford Park-rd., for W. T. 
Glover & Co., Ltd. 

B.O. approved. plans for following houses —_ 
flats, Chester-rd.. Thomas-st. site; 10 
King’s. rd. Ph ede rd. South; and 12 flats pened 


heen Chester-rd. 

nd.—T. W. Greenwell & Co., Lfd., ghip- 

repairers, are to erect garage, arage workshop 
and cycle storage facilities on a site of 2,000 sa. yd., 


leased from the Wear Comniissioners. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. will shortly develop a new 
housing estate for goo. Bouse. Contracts not let. 
Plans by the Boro’ S . O’Herhily. 

Warwick.—R.D.C. weston 50 houses at Cubbing-. 
ton and eight at Stoneleigh. 

Wrexham.—R.D.C. approved erection of following 
houses :—Bangor-rd., Johnston, 35; Rhos-Rhedyn, 
40; Plaskynaston, 50; Coedpoeth, “24; Liangollen, 
24; Tanyfron, 18; Ruabon, 20. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 
Denotes p71 lly_accepted. 

od_ for Tacoeplence, 

Denotes accepted nf ee it to modification, 

— accepted by M. Government Depert?- 
ments 


Addlestone.—New wing and reinstatement of fire- 
a property at St. Augustine’s Home. Archi- 
tect, ttock, F.R.I.B.A., 4, Crescent-rd., 
Wimbledon, §.W.20. | *Baileys Builders & Con- 
tractors, Ltd., 2, George-rd., New Malden, Surrey. 

Banbury. — Dwellings at Neithrop we for Da 
20 flats in five two-Storey: blocks. *J. F. Boo’ 

Son, Banbury, £24,986. Ton pains of houses. w f 
Collisson, Banbury, £30,209 
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Birmingham.—Alterations and additions at ‘Somer- 
ville-rd. prim. sch., for E.C.: *Wm. Wilkinson, Ltd., 
Hutton-rd., Birmingham 10. 

Brackley.—Nine houses at Eydon, for R.D.C.: 
*C. E. Ivens & Sons, Ltd., Towcester, £14,121 (sub- 
ject to M.O.H. approval). : 

Bridgwater.—Further 60 houses at Durleigh 
estate, for South-Western Co-operative Housing 
Society, Ltd:: ‘Stanley Stone (Chelsea), Ltd., 


Bri; .—34 houses at Rasiviek (Field-la.) site 
for T.C. *R. Lumb & Co., £45 

Caterham and Wartingham. mts dwellings at 
Addison-rd., site No. for U.D.C. 

8.H.B. Properties, Lid, sla Sue 
B. Clifford, Ltd., 8.W.1 es i: ¥ 
Woodcock Marshall & bo.” wee 22,169 
R. J. Clarke & Co. Buttdars)” 4 Whyte- 


lea Ae 
*W. 7 Hopkins (Builders), Ltd., Clements 

Inn, W.C.2 «. 21,179 

(Subject to’ “Ministry approval.) 

Chelmsford.—46 aged a ew bungalows in two 
contracts, for B.C. Boro’ E.,S. & A. Quantities by 
R. T. Day & Partners: chnber J. Arnold, Litd., 
Market-rd., Chelmsford, £21,470; “‘Hollowell & 
Rogers, 2A, Loftin-way, Beehive-la., Chelmsford, 





Chertsey. —l1 houses, Lyme Grove site, for U.D.C. 
t Paring tng E. & 8S. Quantities by E. C. Harris 
Hostehurst (Builders), Ltd., Wimbledon £23,843 


%. F. Davey & Co., Ltd.; Hounslow . 20,817 
H. Burfoot & Son, Eton Wick .. «. 20,198 
Challenge Construction Co., Esher ... 19,376 
Day & Sons, (Builders), Nia = 18,612 
Otterway & mm Ltd., Eghag 18,070 
*E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., “\ddlesione : 16,736 


Coline Valley.—30 houses and flats at Causeway 
site, Linthwaite, for U.D.C.: *Holroyd, Brook & 
Kaglands, Ltd.,- Huddersfield. 238,738 

Eston.—12 houses at Redcar- rd East, for 
U.D.C.: *A. Wilkinson a Sons, South Bank-on-Tees, 
£17,795 (approved by M.H & L.G.). 

Faversham.—32 dwellings 4 North Preston hous- 
ing ee for B.C. A.C. E Richardson, ot I.Mun.E., 
B.E. & S.: *Greenhill Construction Co., . Green- 
hill-rd., Herne Bay (accepted one block 7 12 N.A.), 
£10, 130; *Tyler (Contractors), Ltd., Bristol-pl., 
Ramsgate (accepted one Bok ¥ oa 8. A.), £10, 265 3 
(accepted one block of 8 S.A 6,912. 

Glasgow.—Housing scheme at aRalar. and Dor- 
chester-ave., Kelvinside, West-end, for corporation. 
Mr. Archibald J. Jury (F.), architect, Corporation 
Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 
eae, ©. *MacTaggart & Mickie, Ltd., Glasgow, 

2. 


Hull.—18. flats ard 16 dwellings at New George- 
st. and Sykes-st., for T.C. A. Rankine, City A.: 
*F. Singleton & ‘Sons, Ltd., Blenkin-st., Kingston‘ 
upon-Hull (subject to “usual confirmations). 

Hyde.—Houses for B.C. at Cheetham Fold estate: 
“Venag Bros., Ltd., St. Martins-rd., Marple (100) ; 
*W. H. Matthews, Ltd. 25, Norris- rd., Sale op. 

Kettering.—Tech. sch., for Northants C.C.: P. 
De & . Son (Kettering), Lid., ‘Roondhilived., 
Ket op £60,000 (approx 

Leeds.—50 Unity houses, for T.C.: *M, Harrison & 
oe (Unity Houses), Ltd., Leeds, £63,126 (subject 
to M.O.H. & L.G. approval). 

Leicester.—Houses. for T.C.. at Eyres “Monsell 
estate: *H. Sowden & Co., Ltd., 32, Guthlaxton-st., 
£44,085 (38); *Rudkin Bros., 5, Savernake-rd., 
£34,926 (26); *A. E. Cooper & Son, 14, Milton-rd., 
£48,042 (8 and 4 bungalows); *A. E. Mattlock, 59, 
Rowley Field-ave., £26,046 (28 bungalows) ; *Frank 
Ellson, -Ltd., New- st., Oadby, £14,886 (16 bunga- 
lows). 

Liverpool.—_New factory baiidings at Dunnings 
Bridge-rd., Netherton, for English Electric Co., 
Ltd.: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Roscoe-st., Liver- 
pool. 
London.—Conversion of 13, Upper Belgrave-st., 
S.W.1, into flats and offices. Architect, Raglan 
Squire, F.R.I.B.A., M.S.1.A.. 39, Eaton-sq., 8.W.1. 
Quantity surveyors, Davis, Belfield and Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl., S.W.1. *Taylor Woodrow Construction, 
Ltd., 41, Welbeck-st., W.1. 

qLondon (Admiralty) .—Particulars - contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept. :— 

Isle of Grain : Reinforced. concrete po lope, ete., 
Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons (South Wales), L’ , 80, 
Park- la., London, W.1._ Felixstowe : Telying con- 
‘rete floor, Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Station Works, 
Westerfield, nr. Ipswich. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts. 
Old Kilpatrick, Dunbartonshire: New boiler 
bowna Wilson, Kinmond & Marr, Ltd., 684, Duke- 

t., Glasgow, E.1. Dalnottar : New boiler house, 
Wilson, Kinmond & Marr, Ltd., 684, Duke-st., Glas- 
gow, E.1. Alexandria: Site preparation for steel 
framed building, Dougal & Co., Ltd., Glasgow- ae 
Dumbarton; Greenock: Crane rails, Donald Clerk & 
Son, Ltd., Caledonian Works, Rutherglen, Glasgow ; 
Wik railway tracks, Robert Johnston, 31, Main- 

Guosnock. Abbotsinch: Cultivation’ and grass 
coulis Sportswork Co., Ltd., 188, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, C.2. Fareham: Laying pitchmastie floors, 
The Durable Asphalte Co., Ltd., 14-17, Holborn 
Viaduct, London, E.C.1. 

{London (Air Ministry) —List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by 
iene of Contracts for the week ended 

ay 

Building pctv Walter ¥? jatee Ltd., Harrogate; 
G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, 
Lanes, Hutting, e te ailph Thompson, Ltd., Cherry 
Hinton, Cambs. Dismantling and re-erection of 
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St. Pancras.—130 flats at Regent’s Park area “‘ B’’ housing scheme for B.C. 




















Additional sum in the event of the 
Tender period between the date of 
Tenderers sums Time in weeks tender and the date of contract 
being extended beyond 14 weeks. 
£ 
Building Deportes 302,287 130 weeks mm Nil 
*Sir Robert McAipine “~ Sons, Ltd. 305,896 60 weeks Nil Nil 
John Mowlem and Co., Ltd. 315,464 To be agreed 14 - 20 weeks 20 to 26 weeks 
2,050 £3,500 
Kirk and Kirk, Ltd. ... Rae ---| 317,456 78 weeks 14 js 26 weeks 26 to 39 weeks 
¢ per cent on con- | } per cent on con- 
tract sum tract sum 
Tersons, Ltd. «| 322,955 To be agreed Subject to negotiations 
Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd. .--| 326,266 | A time to be agreed Ni Nil 
Harry Neal, Ltd. .--| 326,276 |A time to be agreed| 14 to 18 weeks 18 to 24 weeks 
: 1 per cent 1 per cent 
George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. ---| 340,314 | 104 weeks (Subject 14 to 16 weeks 16 to 18 weeks 
to requirements of Nil Nil 
sub-contractors) 
Trollope and Colls, Ltd. a ---| 340,802 | A time to be agreed} 14 to 18 weeks 18 to 21 weeks 
1 per cent cent . 
(Subject to licences and priorities and 
: : supply - local labour ~— Fae ag 
F, G. Minter, Ltd. _... Sed --.| 342,910 {A time to be agreed 6 to 10 weeks | 10 
ch, 286 





petrol installation: Sadler & Sons, Ipswich. General & Son, Solow bestnien. Kent : Redecoration, er 


maintenance work: Drabble Construction, 
, Netley Webster, New Romney. Mids ;. Electrical work, 


Bletchley, Bucks; H. G. Ross & Sons, Ltd 


L 


td., ton & Sons, Ltd., London, S.W.1; Miscellaneous, 


Abbey, nr. Southampton; F. B. Thackray & Co., G. E. Taylor & Son (London) London, 8.E.1. 
Ltd.,: Huntingdon; Willcocks and Stephens, Ltd., Lancs: Miscellaneous, Daniel ieee Lid td., Wari 2 
Paignton ; Lewis_and Watters, Ltd., Leamington ton. Ches: Miscellaneous, J. H. Thomas tirbys, 
Spa, Warwick. Heating services J. Jeffreys & Oo., Ltd., Irby, Heswall. 


Ltd., London, 


Manchester.—Houses for T.C. :—Brooklands 


8.E.1. 
{London (M.O. a nels placed by M.O.W. estate: *G. Gannon & Son, Ltd., 64, Osborne-rd. 


for week ending April 


(119); *Marsden & Chapman, Ltd., Bedford-dr., 


London: Queen Mary's Hos ial, oe ma, 1 Timperley (216); *T. Costello, Ltd., 45, Clifton-rd., 
ge and transformer rooms, neuen n, Ltd., Heaton Moor (122); *A. Wallwork, Ltd., 25, 


Goldhawk-rd., Shepherds EA é 


ucestershire : Granby-rd., Stretford (90); *Poole & Foster, Ltd., 


Olitton Down Hote} Annex, Bristol, Conversion to 49, Plymouth Manchester 1 

new office, Wilkins and Coventry, Ltd., 91, Cumber. estate. *W. J Simms, Son & Cooke Ltd Nothns 
land-rd.,- Bristol. Lanes: M/W, Offices and Stores, ham (212 and 12 aged persons’ dwellings}, 
Orchard Corn Mills, Preston, Adaptations, R. Baron, Manchester.—Brooklands prim. sch., for E.C. 


Ltd., Peel Hall-st. Works, Preston. Lines : 


South Integrated Construction, Ltd., London. Work to be 


Witham, Bhar oy repeater station, W. Brick & ? "d 
Sons (Stamford), Lid Sa, Broadst., Stamford. fon" extemal ak St Gomme RO ae 
Monmouthshire:: Old Town Hall, Newport, Adapta- bury and Christ The King R.C. prim. sch., Newton 
tions and decorations, ea T. James, Ltd., Kelve- feath. *James Murphy (Contractors), Lid., 


don-st. Works, Newport. 


chester. 


London (War Dept.). “Werke contracte placed by ““Morpeth.—Child welfare centre, for Northumber- 


War Dept. for week ended Ay 
Northumberland : Conerete structures, 
Bowey & Son, Ltd., Newcastle-on-T ne; 
laneous, J. Roxby Surtees. Ltd:,° Blackhill. 


Miscellaneous, F. Shepherd & Son, Lid., 


Durham; Miscellaneous, Joseph Burnett 


land CC. Cty. A., County Hall, Newcastle: *J. 


Ralph Wilson, Ltd., *Oldgate, Morpeth, £10,859 (revised 


Miscel- tend 

Yorks : ee as 
ork. . North Shields.—Civil engineering work in_ con- 
Son. nection with proposed new coal shipping staith at 


Whitehill Point, for the Tyne Improvement Commis- 


Birtley. Berks: Miscellaneous, Y. J. Lovell & Son, sion, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. B. 3B. Porter, 


Lid., Gerrards $79 Oxfordshire : Miscellaneous, 


Wi rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Ashmores (Glos.), Gloucester. Gloucs: 
Laie, Ashmores Vibe), Ltd., Gloucester. 


Commission’s Chief E.: *Brims & Co., , City- 
r.—Works for B.C.: Erection of blocks ll 


Miscellaneous, Prescott Construction Co. ., (Southamp- Popla' 

ton), Ltd., Southampton. Devonshire : Miscellane- 2nd 12, Bion ta area :— 5 
ous, Wm. Saunders & Son, 8. Molton; H. Hoskings, ‘Percy Bilton, Ltd., W.1 ve ee £258,515 
Ltd., Langport. Wilts: Pan te Smith & Fea Costain, Ltd. SW. . 257,841 


F. Higgs, Ltd., S.E24... IT) 256,490 











Lacy, Ltd.,; Corsham ; Building work, Wilson Lovatt F. Kearley. Ltd., Pe ve “* 352'916 
viuseas & Edge, Ltd., S. E.18. 254,870 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Lta., “Wi: 253,211 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath... . = 252,116 
wen Bros., Ltd., E.C.1 — item not 
riced) . ee 251,507 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, $.W.. re 
FOR Tersons, Ltd., EX.1 wey 247,491 
Sr 5 Alpin ays s Lid., on 
ir Rober cAlpipe ons, 80, 
‘VITROLITE’— | [hiv = me Boas 


MIRRORS— 


AND ALL 


GLASS 


SUPPLIES 


AYGEE 


LONDON, S.E.1. 
WaATerloo 6314 
(10 lines) 








- 


Rush & Tompkins, “Litd., Sidcup < 242,907 
Second lowest tender accepted in view of shorter 
period required by Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, 
Ltd., to complete: work. 
Erection of seven shops and maisonettes, Block R, 
Teviot- = area :— 


Lovell, eo & Son, Ltd, W2..  ... .. £32,895 
Roome, 4% . a Co., Ltd. E.9... po 32,450 
Symes, A. E., El .. 31,963 
Clarke, E., Tne Yd. is ” ddatestne | ... 31,480 
Cearns, W. J., E.15. . 31418 
Griggs & Son, Litd., 31,220 
Hudson, G., & Co., id “Bouth ‘Woodford - 30,785 
Bilton, Percy, Ltd., 30,224 
Galbraith | Bros., iid. ior .-- 28,785 
*Falkus Bros., Ltd., 23, Folgate- st., Bi... °27 894 


Rushden.—Houses' at U * Queen- st., for 
U.DAL.: *F. & R. Windsor, 28, } cutee rd., Rushde n, 
ane (6); *A. Sanders, Ltd., Rectory-rd., Rushden, 

Ryton (Co. Durham).—10 houses at Greenside, for 
Durham Aged Mineworkers* Homes Associati ion. 
Architect : Willey, 4, Field House-ter., Du 
*S. Whit eld, Low Westwood, Ebchester. 

Salford—10 houses at Teneriffe-st., for ‘T.C.: 
‘Direct Labour. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed for period. March 18 to Apri] 21 :— 

‘Fivestanks, Broxburn (150 Trad.), Fred J. Jeffrey, 
Davidson’s Mains, Edinburgh, Tree planting. Short- 
fees; Kilmarnock (Various), Samsons, Ltd., 8, Port- 
land-st., Kilmarnock, Screen of trees at site 
boundary. 

_ House Erection. 

Borestone, Stirling (74 Trad.), Robert Beatson & 
Son, Forthbank Yard, Alloa, se mene and 
bes J. B. Bennett (Glasgow), . Market- 

, Kilsyth, Joiner; A. S. “Wright is oo “Ltd., 22, 
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Betiends.. 
Ltd., 1, Fe 
lothian (152 Trad.), 


Glasgow, Glazier; Mackenzie .& Co., 
rth-st., Alloa, Plaster. Gorebridge, Mid- 
Northern Sports Ground Con- 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





Membership Certificate 


We have examined the 
records of the FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS, Ltd., and we 
hereby certify that the total 
membership of the Federation at 
31st December, 1951, including the 
approved applications but ex- 
cluding any members whose 
subscriptions are unpaid for 1951, 


10,962 


BARSHAM, NIXON & HAMILTON, 
Chartered Accountants. 
Auditors. 
1, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
roth April, 1952. 





‘Phone or write : 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘*EFEMBE, Holb, London.’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 
struction Co., Edinburgh, Handrails to steps. Gore- 
bridge, Midlothian (142 Cruden), Crudens, Ltd., 


Mussselburgh, All trades, Gorebridge, Midlothian 
(30 Cruden), Orudens, Ltd., Musselburgh, All trades. 
Wallyford, Midlothian (202 Cruden), Grodens, Ltd., 
Musselburgh, All trades. Falside- rd., Bothwell (10 
Trad.), E. Morgan & Co., 108, Townhead- st., Coat- 
bridge, All trades; R. Aitken & Son, Ltd., 20-30. 
South Bridge-st., Airdrie, Boundary fencing. 
Crawforddyke, Carluke (52 Myton), $.W. Scotland 
Electricity Board, 137, Almada-st., Hamilton, Elec- 
trical services. Gartleahill, Airdrie (9 houses), Wm. 
Dow & Co., 25, Dunbeth-rd., Coatbridge. Handrails 
to steps. Borestone, Stirling (74 Trad.), A. T. 
Rolland, 89, Woodmill-st., Dunfermline, Painter; 
David Reid & Co., 354, Main- St., Larbert, Electrical. 
Stoneyburn, West ‘Lothian (8 Trad.), John Martin & 
Sous, Ltd., 45, eg st., Edinburgh, Excavator, 
brick ; Jamieson & Bryson, Main-st., Mid Calder, 
Plumber ; Wm. B. McNair, 42, North-st., Armadate, 
Plaster; J. McLean, Dunvegan Cottage, West 
Calder, Painter; Greig Bros.. Ltd., Emporium- 
bldgs., Bathgate, Electrical. Cadder-rd., Glasgow 
(4 Trad.), John Robertson & Co., 147, Pe 
Glasgow, Electrical; Robt. Rome & Son, td., 20, 
woot. -ave., Rutherglen, Plumber; G. Kirk, Ltd., 
20, Cork-st., Gtasgow, Glazier. ‘Livingstone- st., 
Clydebank (26 Athol 1), S.W. Scotland lectricity 
ard, , St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, Hlectrical 
services. Hilton, Inverness, Thomas Campbell, 
County Cottages, Culduthel, Inverness, Boundary 
oe 
Scotland Electricity Board, Glasgow, Electri- 
nk services. Grieve- Greenock (32 tholl), S.W. 
Scotland Elec. Brd., Glasgow, Electrical perrices. 
So. Hayfield, Lerwick (92 Trad., 40 for S.S.H.A.), 
Wm. Fraser & Partners, 28, Commercial- “% Ler- 
wick, All trades. Fergushill- rd., Kilwinning (76 
Weir), 8.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Greenholm- 
st., Kilmarnock, Blectrical services. Mitchell-dr. 
and Broomieknowe-rd., Rutherglen (58 Trad. 2: 
Scottish Gas Board, Glasgow, Gas services; W. B 
McNair & Co., 42, North- st., Armadale, Slater. 
Ny re West Lothian (8 Trad.), Lind B 
oe Lower Gilmore-pl., Edinburgh, Joiner. Hyvots 
Gilmerton (70 Dunedin), Scottish Gas Board, 
Beitan Hill, Edinburgh, Gas services. 


Direct Labour Site Servicing. 
(Muirhouse, Edinburgh, 8.8.H.A. D.L., Site servic- 
Bellsmyre, Dumbarton, §.8.H.A., D.L., Foot- 


ing. 
path surfacing, field dtainage. 








BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save coai - save costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
» LONDON. W.2 PADdington 7061. 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Haldane, Dunbartonshire (168 Lawrence), . 


May 9 1952 
Rosshall, testator” cigs Weir), MeCulloch & Co. 
(Decorators), Ltd., 152, W. Regent-st., piace. 
Painting guard rails. | Riddell-st., Clyd ck 


(Atholl), E. Forsyth, 1, Marjory-dr., Paisley, Paint- 
ing hand rails. Plean, Stirl ingshire (26 Trad.), J. 
McCutloch & Co., Ltd., 152, W. Regent-st. Glasgow, 
Painter. ‘Torrance of Campsie (20 dp ae 
McLean, 11, Milngavie-rd., aie Painter. 
Bellsmyre, Dumbarton . (150 B.1LS.F.), J. Graham, 
Hi Dumbarton, Jee. Townhead, 

e, J. R. Berwick, 7, Gartsherrie-rd. - 
ainter, Forehili-rd,, Ayr (50 Bist) 
Alex. ‘Pollock, 84, Barrhill-rd. Cumnock, Seu 
Shortlees, Kilmarnock (100 Bis.F). Boydfield De- 
corators;~Ltd., Sauterne-rd., . Prestwick, Painters. 
Riddochill, Blackburn, West End Decorators, Ltd., 
3, Atholl-pl., Edinburgh, Painter. Livingstone tt. 
Clydebank (200 B.LS.F.), Thomas Ayton, Glas- 
fom -rd., 2 ayo yo iy Dryburgh, Seday (32 
Crawford, 150, Stirling-st., Denny, 

Painise. A orosshil & Meadows Cam town (50 
.F.), James Hall & Sons, 86, Longrow, 
beltown, Painter, Deanfield-dr., Bo’ness (22 
West End Decorators, Edinburgh, 
f. Seaeiees. Midlothian ae Knot) = WW. 
Castle-st., a Painter. Arniston, 
Midlothian (104 Atholl), W. Deane & Co., Main- 
st., Gorebridge, Palate Falside, dat (76 
Trad.), T. W. Scott, 62, Castie-st. inburgh, 





Painter. West End, Broxburn (150 Trad.), West 
End | Decorators, Lid., 3, Atholl-pl., Edinburgh, 
ainter. 


Shefheid.—Houses for T.0.:—376 and 40 aged 
persons’ flats at Hackenthorpe estate: *Direct 
Labour, £556,536 and £42,173. 

Shepshed.—26 ayy at Glenmore estate, for 
U.D.C.: *F. Perks & Son, Ltd., Bridge-st., Long 


Eaton, Notts, £32,466. 

Wallasey. —Houses for B.C. Site P6:—Three 
as of 3-storey flats: *J. Boyd & Co. (Wallasey), 
Borrowdale-rd., Moreton, £46,891; 30 flats 
at “site 2 Pa. sWm. Thornton & Sons, Ltd., 39, Wel- 
lington-rd., Liverpool, £43,480; 12 flats and four 
bungalows at Site P9: *T. Boyd & Co., £19,155. 

Wellingborough.—80 houses at perovignd ‘Hall 
Farm estate, for U.D.C. R. & &.: 
*Drury & Co., Ltd., Kettering (Group %, 20 houses), 
£23,524 ; (Grou Cc. 30 houses), £36,203. “Drabble 
Construction, td., Rushden (Group B, 30 houses), 

35,676. 

Woking. en houses, Grove Barrs estate, Horsell, 
for | ‘D.C. P. Tame, OB. M.T.P.I1., 
E. Quantitios by John McBain & Partners: 
*E. yt ate & Sons, Ltd., Addlestone, £140,883 (96 
houses); *W. Deakin & Co., Woking, £8,382 (8 
bungalows). 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C° ye 


SALES, HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


94 HIGH BEECH “oe 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 506022 

















E.C.1 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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